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Kicking off the member visits for 2026, Sophie Allen and Emily Foster
visited Innoval Technology in Rotherham, meeting with Mike Clinch and
Jordan Holland. The team enjoyed a tour of Innoval’s impressive new
facility, which opened in October 2024 on the Advanced Manufacturing
Park. The site is part of the new Danieli UK HQ building and provides a
state-of-the-art base for Innoval’s growing team. 
 
Innoval delivers technology, innovation and sustainability solutions to
many of the world’s leading producers and users of aluminium and other
critical materials. From this location, the Innoval team provides industry-
leading technical resources to support materials design and
development, sustainability, knowledge transfer and advanced
manufacturing process activities. Their expert consultants span a wide
range of technical disciplines, bringing decades of real-world experience
together under one roof, placing Innoval in a unique position to deliver
sustainable aluminium solutions to its clients. 

To learn more about Innoval, please visit: https://www.innovaltec.com/

Sophie Allen, ALFED’s Membership Account Executive, and
Rachel Wiffen, Industry & Skills Development Manager,
visited Amari Precision Tubes – a UK manufacturer of
ferrous and non-ferrous tubes and solid profiles for some
of the most demanding industries in the world. The visit
continued our engagement with members across the UK
aluminium sector. 

To learn more about Amari Precision Tubes, please visit:
https://www.amariprecisiontubes.com/
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Q1 MEMBER
VISITS

In January 2026, ALFED’s Sophie Allen and Emily Foster visited ALTEK
Europe in Chesterfield, meeting with Rob Morello and Brent Mahoney.
ALTEK is a technology-based company with specialist expertise in the
design, manufacture and installation of aluminium dross and scrap
processing systems and related cast house solutions, helping the global
aluminium industry improve productivity, maximise recoveries and reduce
waste. Their engineers use advanced design and manufacturing
techniques to deliver industry-leading equipment and complete solutions
for dross management, recycling and zero waste processing. 
 
What truly stood out during our visit was ALTEK’s exceedingly high
standards in everything they do, and their clear commitment to sourcing
and basing their processes and services strictly within the UK,
demonstrating both quality and sustainability in action. 

To learn more about ALTEK, please visit: https://www.altek-al.com/

Sophie and Rachel visited ABL Aluminium Components in
Birmingham. ABL offer machining, anodising, powder
coating and assembly all on site, and it was fascinating
to see the breadth of products being manufactured,
including their specialist aluminium heatsinks. The visit
sparked great conversations around manufacturing
capability, skills development, and investment in new
equipment, highlighting the critical role these play in
maintaining competitiveness and supporting future
growth across the aluminium sector. 

To learn more about ABL Aluminium Components, please
visit: https://www.ablcomponents.co.uk/

https://www.innovaltec.com/
https://www.amariprecisiontubes.com/
https://www.altek-al.com/
https://www.ablcomponents.co.uk/
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ALFED’s Rachel Wiffen visited Scanmetals UK Ltd, whose work
recovering valuable non-ferrous metals and aggregates from
incinerator bottom ash is a great example of circular
economy principles in action. Operating across the UK and
Europe, Scanmetals’ advanced dry processing and sensor-
sorting technology helps ensure materials are recovered and
reused rather than sent to landfill – an increasingly important
part of the aluminium sustainability story. 

To learn more about Scanmetals, please visit:
https://scanmetals.com/

Nadine Bloxsome, ALFED CEO, visited Multipanel UK’s Dover facility
and met with Commercial Director, Daniel Edwards and the team. The
visit offered an excellent opportunity to gain insight into Multipanel
UK’s Aluminium Composite Panel (ACP) business and the significant
investment they have recently made in their UK operations. 
 
During the visit, they discussed production capabilities, growth plans,
and the wider challenges and opportunities for UK Manufacturing.
Nadine also had the pleasure of formally welcoming Multipanel UK
into ALFED membership, marking the start of a closer collaboration
within the aluminium sector. Multipanel UK’s commitment to innovation
and growth in the UK manufacturing landscape makes them a
valuable addition to the ALFED community. 

To learn more about Multipanel UK, please visit:
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/

ALFED CEO, Nadine Bloxsome visited new member Tradmet,
where Craig Walsh was incredibly generous with his time and
hospitality. The visit offered a valuable opportunity to gain a
clearer picture of how Tradmet is increasingly moving into the
aluminium trading space alongside their wider metals activity. 
 
Discussions explored how they see the aluminium market
evolving, where they’re positioning themselves commercially,
and the challenges they’re navigating as they grow their
aluminium focus. There was also a really constructive
conversation around how ALFED can support them as their
aluminium activity expands – particularly in staying close to
sector developments, policy direction, and wider market
dynamics. 

To learn more about Tradmet, please visit:
https://tradmet.co.uk/ 

Sophie Allen and Rachel Wiffen visited Novelis Latchford, where they
were given an insightful tour of the site’s operations. It was
impressive to see both the can recycling and automotive production
lines in action, alongside the significant progress being made on the
site’s expansion project. The visit also highlighted Novelis’ strong
commitment to sustainability, including updates on its recent
hydrogen trial and ambitious targets to further increase recycled
content across its product range. The discussions reinforced the vital
role that innovation and investment are playing in driving the
aluminium sector towards a lower-carbon future.

To learn more about Novelis, please visit:
https://www.novelisrecycling.co.uk/

During their visit to EMR, Sophie Allen and Rachel Wiffen met
with Kate Slater to discuss early years careers and
apprenticeships across the sector. It was inspiring to hear
about EMR’s strong commitment to improving representation
and championing greater inclusion of the younger generation
within the industry. The conversation also highlighted the
importance of creating meaningful platforms to recognise
emerging talent and celebrate contribution. The ALFED Rising
Star Apprentice Award was discussed as a valuable
opportunity to shine a spotlight on outstanding achievements,
champion best practice, and formally recognise the vital role
apprentices play in strengthening the future of the industry.

To learn more about EMR, please visit: 
https://uk.emrlocal.com/

https://scanmetals.com/
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/
https://tradmet.co.uk/
https://tradmet.co.uk/
https://www.novelisrecycling.co.uk/
https://uk.emrlocal.com/
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF BRITAIN: 
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS TO SIMON
MACVICKER & PROFESSOR ANDREW PERCHARD
1.   What originally prompted you to write The
Building Blocks of Britain, and why did you
feel this intervention was necessary now?

While the growing volatility of the geopolitical
situation and the dash for critical and strategic
raw materials added to our sense of urgency in
writing the report, both of us have watched with
concern for some time, the erosion of the UK’s
industrial base and the impact of that on the
economy, society and communities. 

We believe that the neglect of domestic metals
production and security of supply planning and
oversight leaves the UK woefully exposed to
geopolitical upheaval and market turbulence. 

And we also wanted to highlight that there is
growing demand for metals. Metals enable
solutions to so many of our societal challenges,
including climate change. So we also want both
industry and government to realise that new
capacity is needed in the UK, and we try to set
the conditions required to secure ongoing and
future investments, and point out historical
examples of how the UK industry and
government successfully created new capacity
at a time of national need in the past. 

And we need to change some opinions which
favour de-industrialisation in the UK and an
increase reliance on imports 

Just one illustration of that was provided in the
run-up to, and aftermath of, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. In October 2021, Lord Greg Barker, then
Executive Chairman of En+ Group and previously
UK Minister of State in the Department for
Energy and Climate Change in David Cameron’s
government, suggested at Rusal’s event during
LME week that the UK rely on imports from
Rusal's low-carbon content smelters in Siberia.
Over that winter, Russian troops massed on
Ukraine’s borders as a prelude to the February
2022 invasion. Lord Barker resigned from his
position at En+ on 25  March 2022.th

The continued indifference to national concerns
continues in some quarters. Some economists
have continued to advocate for the UK allowing
its industrial base to wither on the vine. 

Tim Leunig, Rishi Sunak and Sajiv Javid’s former
economic advisor, writing in The Observer
recently, counselled that, ‘we should not worry
too much about losing manufacturing to
countries offering low-cost energy’. 

Such views downplay geopolitical factors and
ignore the critical and strategic importance of
metals to defence, decarbonisation,
infrastructure, and to balance of trade receipts
and regional economies. 

As Professor David Bailey responded in his
response to Leunig’s suggestions: ‘writing off
manufacturing is a mistake Britain can’t afford’.
Bailey correctly asks, ‘whether Britain has the
ambition to fix the systems it controls, and to
stop mistaking policy failure for economic fate’. 

Our intention in writing The Building Blocks of
Britain was to underline how critical UK metals
production is to national economic
competitiveness, defence, decarbonisation,
infrastructure, and to regional economies
(metals jobs are extremely productive compared
to other sectors of the economy), and to identify
what needs to be done to support domestic
metals production and to support UK resilience
in metals supplies and plan for eventualities.

We also hope to change the discussion about
the future. Too much UK and European policy has
previously hampered the metals industry,
prompting outcry. That neglect has led to UK and
EU metals production being hollowed out. But
given that metals are enablers of the energy
transition, the UK will need this production in the
the future in order to enable the progress
towards Net Zero. As the rapidly spreading
conflict in the Middle East, the ongoing war in
Ukraine, and the destabilising of global
institutions and friction over tariffs highlight the
UK is also facing a significantly changed and
unstable geopolitical landscape with less secure
international supply-chains. 
 
So, we seek also to highlight the need to firstly
allow what is left of the current industry to
become internationally competitive and
secondly set out the conditions required to
attract new capacity investment for re-shoring.
To understand the possibilities of confronting
dramatically changed geopolitical
circumstances, we wanted to highlight historical
precedents; the UK has faced metals supply
crises before, and these precedents can offer
inspiration for industry and government now to
address current and future challenges. 

Our hope is that a growing awareness within
government of the pressing importance of
domestic metals production and secure raw
materials supply chains can be mobilised into
sustained and tangible long-term actions. 

2.    What do you see as the most immediate
risks facing the UK metals sector if no further
action is taken?

We unfortunately confront a very difficult
position. A legacy of neglect has seen much
metals production offshored to countries with
more conducive and competitive energy pricing
and clearly orientated and supportive industrial
strategies. As we acknowledge, whilst more
recent policies, such as the British Industry
Supercharger measures of 2024 and recent
uplift of October last year, and Vision 2035,
demonstrate some change in thinking, we
require a significant long term policy
commitment to the metals sector. Without this
the UK will be left exposed. The lost opportunity
for the UK would likely get worse, demand for
metals is increasing, and we also predict that
supply chains based on imports will become
significantly more difficult and less reliable. This
would therefore impact the UK’s downstream
economy, not just the metals sector.

3.    Energy costs feature strongly throughout
the report – what practical steps should
government prioritise in the next 12–18
months?

The first thing is to clearly recognise the extent
to which UK industrial energy prices are the
result of Government policy choices. The
underlying fundamental costs of electricity in the
UK are not catastrophically higher than
international rivals, but it has been Government
policy which has resulted in significantly higher
energy prices for industrial customers and
undermined competitiveness. It therefore
requires a significant change in Government
policy and long-term commitment to metals
production, which will allow future
competitiveness and new investment.  

So, we call for a wholesale re-think of the UK’s
energy policies, which seems radical given the
UK’s special legislative context with the Climate
Change Bill etc, but other countries are doing
precisely this. 

British industry has been hamstrung by markedly
higher energy prices than its competitors for too
long. As we make clear, whilst the uplift to the
Networking Charging Compensation Scheme,
building on the British Industry Supercharger
measures are welcome, what is needed is a
long-term cross-party commitment to ensuring
competitive energy prices and security of supply.
This is critical to the UK’s security, infrastructure
and national economic competitiveness. 
There are some pragmatic steps to take.

The Government should act quicker to implement
cost reductions:

Bring forward the implementation of the
proposed competitive measures immediately
rather than having to wait until April 2027.
Competitiveness before tax, not vice versa. 
Make the measures valid for considerably
more than 4 years, to enable industry
investors to have a longer term investment
horizon.
Eliminate the electrical intensity test as a
qualifier for these competitiveness measures,
and make the schemes available to the
entire metals sectors. 
Stop funding competitiveness measures for
one segment of industry by passing those
same costs to other sectors of industry. All
UK industry needs to be internationally
competitive if the UK is to have a thriving
advanced economy.

We contrast this in the report with the
Government’s now £100m commitment to
artificial intelligence (AI) and the construction of
data centres. Since the publication of the
report, Ofgem have finally recently confirmed,
the 140 data centres planned across the UK will
consume 50GW (against current total UK peak
demand of 45GW). As we make clear the
International Energy Association’s projections for
data centres energy consumption raise
significant concerns for the impact on other
consumers. As we’ve highlighted the demand
from data centres in Ireland twice almost led to
complete outages in the grid and resulting
moratorium on their construction, and in the US,
the competition for energy from data centres
has led to both Alcoa and Century selling
aluminium sites for data centres. So, we require
transparent discussions about AI’s real energy
requirements, pressures on the grid and
connectivity for other sectors. These need to be
addressed with careful planning and
coordination by the National Energy System
Operator, Ofgem, and the Department for
Energy Security & Net Zero and the DTI. In the
next 12 - 18 months, we would like to see
government - and indeed cross-party support for
- extending the uplift to long term commitments
on affordable energy prices for the industry and
a secure energy mix. We would also urge
government to adopt our suggestions for an
oversight body and scenario planning, including
over energy.

https://observer.co.uk/news/business/article/britain-cant-rely-on-cheap-solar-but-this-shouldnt-put-our-economy-in-the-shade
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/environment/article/ai-data-centres-uk-climate-change-7l5bwnmtd?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqc5-PbK4yTqg383KbdFdYBS-xM3iQYfq4tRRPPOYidwLIhEZ2qc26t7xUFlZzg%3D&gaa_ts=69a6e28e&gaa_sig=jhdVHOF8uFeozLNeK1VQcsvOFBSIOn6fJY_VWFAdqBa-zW0JvjW__hR8m9Vgib2domhxmdssgMkrGBNaleN21Q%3D%3D


7. How do you assess the impact of CBAM on
UK metals competitiveness, particularly for
aluminium?

We are not hopeful that CBAM will deliver its
objective which is to mitigate the policy costs of
carbon in the UK and EU, thus protecting the UK
and EU production base and supply chains.
There is an increasing body of research on the
inadequacies and unnecessary complexity of
CBAM. We predict that CBAM will actually
catalyse further lack of competitiveness and
lead to further carbon leakage, for the following
reasons:

The logic of equalising carbon costs for
imports is only valid where the end consumer
is choosing their final finished product, and
they are incentivised through price to choose
a lower carbon content product, creating a
pull system for sustainable supply chains. A
serving of soft beverage made in the UK,
packaged in a can made in the UK, of
recycled aluminium, would compete with an
alternative serving in glass or PET bottles,
each with different recycling rates and
carbon contents, and the consumer could
choose based on the different carbon costs. 
In practice, all of the above is too difficult to
implement, and so both the EU and UK have
decided to implement CBAM at the
beginning of the supply chain not the end,
and in addition key competitor materials to
aluminium, for example glass and PET are
not included.
At the same time the implementation is
administratively burdensome and places
extremely unhelpful demands on buyers of
CBAM goods, our aluminium customer base
and their customers, quite apart from the
carbon costs.
And the rules will be extremely easy to
circumvent. International rivals will
selectively prioritise their recycled and low
carbon units for the UK and EU markets
whilst continuing business as usual for other
markets. This will drive up the costs to UK
and EU consumers, for no net improvement
on a global scale.
We predict that the end result will be that
CBAM will create disincentives to purchase
in-scope materials such as aluminium, in
favour of either buying an alternative
material such as glass or PET, or by
circumventing the whole UK and EU
production supply chain by buying the final
product directly from rest of world imports.
For example, it will encourage the
downstream end of the supply chain
(retailers) to import an out of scope car from
China, or a final packaged drink, rather than
incur the administrative burden and carbon
costs of UK and EU production. We predict it
will catalyse further UK and EU de-
industrialisation.
In addition, CBAMs do not respect the strong
recyclability credentials of metals, nor that
they are enablers of the energy transition.
CBAM’s effectively punish first time use of
in-scope materials, irrespective that they
can be recycled infinitely, as we all know
70% of the aluminium that was ever smelted
is still in use today. Effectively, we need
more aluminium to achieve an energy
transition, therefore we need more first
production aluminium, but CBAM ensures
that this is very unattractive and very costly,
or that it is made elsewhere and imported as
an out of scope finished good.
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4.    How exposed is the UK to geopolitical
disruption in metals supply chains compared
with its European and global peers?

The UK government's own data on this speak for
themselves. As we highlight in the report, the
government’s own Critical Materials Intelligence
Centre (CMIC) increased the number of critical
materials it considers subject to disruption from
26 in 2022 to 82 in 2024 in its criticality
assessment. Those materials which gave CMIC
cause for concern included aluminium,
chromium, germanium, iron, nickel, and zinc,
amongst others. The UK is not alone amongst its
European neighbours in playing catch-up,
though we are some way behind EU initiatives on
this front. This is critical for balance of trade,
decarbonisation, defence and infrastructure. 

5.    The report draws heavily on historical
precedent – what lessons from past
industrial coordination feel most relevant
today?

We look to historical examples in this report
because history can rhyme with our
contemporary experiences whilst having marked
distinctions. In this case, in geopolitical and
trade terms, we are facing challenges which
bear some resemblance to the interwar years of
1919 - 1939, in terms of punitive trade relations
and a looming defence threat. So the most
salient example we draw upon in this report is
that of mechanisms adopted in the last year of
the First World War, following the British Empire
and her allies major raw materials crisis in 1915,
to secure minerals supplies and boost domestic
and commonwealth production. This was
effective in its strategic aims, in that when war
was declared in September 1939, Britain was far
better equipped in metals supply and the
planning mechanisms and knowledge required
than it had been in 1914. Those measures, which
also included networks for investing in industrial
R&D, relied for their success on the long-term
commitment of a partnership of industry,
government, as well as universities and institutes,
in Britain and the Dominions. Whilst there are
clear distinctions between the current context
and interwar years, the lessons of that
collaborative undertaking with oversight bodies
and a significant degree of planning
(underpinned by expertise drawn from across the
public and private sectors) are valuable. 

There are also failures to be listened to if we are
not to repeat the mistakes of the past, such as
Wilson government’s smelter project in 1967
linked to Advanced Gas-cooled Reactors, the
next generation of nuclear reactors. Whilst the
policy was well-intentioned, seeking to address
the UK’s negative balance of trade receipts,
enhancing domestic metals supply, and cross-
subsidising the building of new power
generation, government’s choosing of a winner
in the AGR technology, which they had already
been warned by some scientific advisors and the
parliamentary science and technology
committee as having significant issues, led
directly to the closure of the Invergordon
aluminium smelter after only a decade in
operation because the Hunterston B nuclear
power station failed to come on stream in time
and then experienced technical difficulties. The
glittering promise of new technological winners
can blind us to the realistic adoption and to the
value of core deliverers. 

So, there are important lessons here in the need
for oversight, planning and bringing together of
expertise from across industry, government and
universities and other bodies.

6.    What role should industry-led bodies,
such as ALFED and the UK Aluminium
Alliance, play in shaping future policy?

ALFED and the UK Aluminium Alliance have a
vital role to play both in developing, overseeing
and promoting a sustainable metals policy for
Britain. In The Building Blocks of Britain, we
identify the need for coordination and
cooperation and planning, as well as educating
government and consumers on the importance
of metals and the centrality of those to the
economy and society. ALFED and the UK
Aluminium Alliance have been doing some of this
already. 

The solution is simple but politically difficult:
eliminate the uncompetitive taxation of industrial
energy and carbon usage, and then there will be
no need for CBAM. 

8.    What would “success” look like for the
UK metals sector by 2035 if the right policy
framework is put in place?

First of all, the demand for aluminium in 2035
will be far higher than it is now, probably around
30% more than 2025 levels, and arguably more
if the UK really does increase defence spending
as announced by the Government. So, the
question is how much of that wealth creation
opportunity will take place in the UK? 

Indicators of success would be:
Current production capacity in the UK would
still be viable and profitable.
Additional new production capacity
increases will have been made in the UK.
As a result, the cluster effects will be
beginning to become apparent and the
downstream customer base will be
benefitting from closer relationships with our
industry, innovation will be thriving at all
levels in the supply chain, creating further
benefits and opportunities for UK society.
The favourable conditions for investment will
have also unleashed an appetite to invest in
recycling capacity and technology in the UK,
and as a result more scrap will be recycled
in the UK for further production in the UK,
and there will be reduced exports of scrap
to other countries. As a result, UK resource
efficiency and carbon footprint will be
improved.
This expanded UK industry will be providing
extremely productive jobs, creating a GVA
per employee far above the UK national
average, helping to create thriving
communities in the localities where
aluminium production assets are located.
The UK economy will have regained some
strategic autonomy, for the benefit and
security of all UK citizens.  

9.    Are there specific recommendations in
the report you believe industry should
collectively champion more strongly?

We have had many difficult years. We need to
change the discussion from “please stop killing
us or how to stay alive?”, to “the UK is going to
need more aluminium, how do we ensure we
have enough, sustainably and reliably sourced in
the UK?” Of course, in order to achieve the
latter, we need to achieve the former.

The historical precedents demonstrate that
despite some cataclysmic events and challenges
industry and Government found solutions which
enabled investment and supply. After so many
years of experiencing our industry wither in the
UK, it is important to remember that there were
different times previously, and there are going to
be different times ahead. We need to be ready
to back our industry, fight for competitiveness,
fight for the investments needed, and the wealth
creation and jobs that would ensue.

10.    What is the single message you would
most like ALFED members to take away from
this paper?

We confront significantly changed times; one of
significantly increased geopolitical risk and
instability. Our approach – whether government
or industry – needs to change. Metals are vital to
UK defence, infrastructure and national
economic competitiveness; they are the Building
Blocks of Britain. Above all aluminium. To
maintain our security, we need to be producing
it, using it, and recycling it in the UK. 

The aluminium industry has demonstrated its
strength historically through alliances, through a
shared voice. ALFED has been that collective
voice. As the recent initiatives such as the
forming of the UK Aluminium Alliance and
ALFED’s recent Element of Choice campaign
have demonstrated, that message needs to
reach ministers, civil servants, regulators,
parliamentarians, and consumers, highlighting
that aluminium is vital to Britain’s economy, to its
national security, and to maintaining vital
national infrastructure. Every ALFED member has
their part to play in getting that message out
there. 
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https://alfed.org.uk/the-building-blocks-of-britain-securing-the-future-of-uk-metals/

https://alfed.org.uk/the-building-blocks-of-britain-securing-the-future-of-uk-metals/
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ALUMINIUM, HERITAGE AND
THE NEXT CENTURY OF
BRITISH INDUSTRY
WRITTEN BY NADINE BLOXSOME, 
CEO OF ALFED

As the United Kingdom prepares to mark 100 Years of
Monarchy, it is also reflecting on a century of national
progress shaped not only by political institutions, but by
the industries that enabled Britain to build, defend,
power and modernise itself. 

In 2026, this historic milestone will be commemorated
through an official publication, 100 Years of Monarchy
and Democracy: The Crown, Parliament and the
Commonwealth, produced in partnership with the
History of Parliament Trust and launched in Westminster
on 9 June 2026. The book will stand as a permanent
record of Britain’s constitutional, political and industrial
evolution over the past century.

The Aluminium Federation (ALFED) is proud to confirm
that an article representing the UK aluminium industry
will be published within this commemorative volume,
made possible through the support of member
companies including Arconic Kitts Green, Amari
Metals Ltd and Bridgnorth Aluminium. This will
ensure that the story of aluminium, and the businesses
that have shaped its legacy in the UK, is formally
recognised as part of Britain’s industrial history. 

This moment is more than symbolic. It is a rare
opportunity for the aluminium sector to take its place in
the historical record, not as a footnote, but as a
material and an industry that has quietly underpinned
Britain’s resilience, innovation and global standing for
generations.

Aluminium’s Place in Britain’s
National Story 

From the aircraft that defended Britain during
the Second World War to today’s low-carbon
transport, renewable energy systems and
advanced manufacturing, aluminium has
consistently been a material of progress.
Lightweight, endlessly recyclable and
technically versatile, it has enabled entire
industries to evolve while supporting national
security, productivity and growth. 

Founded in 1962, ALFED emerged during a
period of post-war reconstruction and
industrial transformation. Its purpose was clear:
to bring together producers, processors,
recyclers, extruders and distributors under a
single voice, ensuring aluminium’s strategic
importance was understood and protected. 

That role has only grown in significance. Today,
aluminium is formally recognised by the UK
Government as a critical material, essential to
infrastructure, defence, energy systems and
industrial competitiveness. 

Yet its story, and the story of the companies
that produce, process and supply it, is not
always visible beyond the sector itself. 

Participation in the 100 Years of Monarchy
publication allows the aluminium industry to
correct that imbalance, embedding its
contribution within the wider narrative of British
history. 

www.alfed.org.uk

Image Credit: 
Arconic Kitts Green



Image Credit: 
Arconic Kitts Green
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At Arconic Kitts Green in Birmingham, aluminium plate
production has continued since 1938, when the site was
purpose-built to support the Spitfire programme. Today, it
remains the UK’s last aluminium plate mill, supplying high-
performance materials for defence, aerospace and space
applications. The site stands as a testament to how strategic
manufacturing capability, once established, can evolve and
endure across generations. 

In Shropshire, Bridgnorth Aluminium represents more than
80 years of continuous aluminium production. As the UK’s
only aluminium coil rolling mill, the site integrates casting,
rolling and finishing in one location, supporting hundreds of
skilled jobs and supplying critical sectors including
automotive, packaging and building systems. Its longevity
reflects sustained investment, adaptability and deep
technical expertise. 

Meanwhile, companies such as Amari Metals Ltd play a
vital role in ensuring aluminium reaches thousands of
manufacturers nationwide. Through stockholding and
distribution, they provide the link between primary and
secondary producers and the wider manufacturing economy,
enabling flexibility, responsiveness and innovation across the
supply chain. 

Together, these businesses illustrate that the story of
aluminium in the UK is not defined by a single process or
product, but by an interconnected ecosystem of skills, sites
and people. 

The inclusion of aluminium within the 100
Years of Monarchy and Democracy
publication ensures that the sector’s
contribution is formally recorded as part
of Britain’s national story. But heritage is
not about nostalgia alone. It provides
context for the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead. 

www.alfed.org.uk

As the UK looks to strengthen domestic
manufacturing, secure critical material
supply chains and improve industrial
resilience, aluminium will continue to
play a central role. Its recyclability,
versatility and embedded value make it
uniquely positioned to support the next
phase of British industry.
 
Through initiatives such as the UK
Aluminium Alliance and Back British
Metals, ALFED continues to work with
members, policymakers and
stakeholders to ensure that aluminium’s
future in Britain is as strong as its past,
grounded in domestic capability, skilled
employment and long-term investment. 

Image Credit: Bridgnorth Aluminium

Image Credit: Bridgnorth Aluminium

Company Heritage: Continuity Through Change 

Across the UK, aluminium businesses have demonstrated
remarkable continuity through periods of profound change. 

As this centenary moment reminds us,
industries that endure do so because
they adapt, innovate and retain their
relevance. For over a century, aluminium
has done exactly that. 

The task now is to ensure that its next
hundred years are built with the same
foresight, commitment and pride that
defined the last.

Recording the Past,
Strengthening the Future
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
HYDRO ALUMINIUM UK LTD

DATECH SCIENTIFIC LTD

TRADMET LTD

MULTIPANEL UK LTD

REECE SAFETY PRODUCTS LTD

DORE METAL SERVICES LTD
Tradmet Limited is a physical trading and brokerage
business specialising in non-ferrous metal since 1997.
Operating in the primary, recyclables and secondary
sectors, the company trades in multiples of container
loads and break-bulk quantities.

Craig Walsh at Tradmet commented on joining the
ALFED membership: “At Tradmet, we believe that
joining ALFED will enhance our business by helping
us stay informed on new legislation and up to date
with developments in the metal recycling industry,
while also strengthening our buying and selling
capabilities”.

https://tradmet.co.uk/ 

Hydro is a leading aluminium and renewable energy
company that builds businesses and partnerships for
a more sustainable future. We have 32,000
employees in more than 140 locations and 40
countries.

Since 1905, Hydro has turned natural resources into
valuable products for people and businesses,
creating a safe and secure workplace for our
employees.

Today, we own and operate various businesses and
have investments with a base in sustainable
industries. Hydro is through its businesses present in a
broad range of market segments for aluminium,
energy, metal recycling, renewables and batteries,
offering a unique wealth of knowledge and
competence. 

https://www.hydro.com

Established in 2004, Multipanel UK brought aluminium
composite panel (ACP) manufacturing home to Britain in
2014. Our factory on the South Coast of England uses
the most advanced manufacturing and logistics
technology in the industry. With an initial capacity to
produce 6,500,000 m2 per year of the highest quality
rigid composite sheet materials, continued investment
including a second production line has increased our
annual capacity to 10,000,000m2.

Using the power of our UK Production line, we pride
ourselves on the precision, rigidity and flatness of every
panel we stock. Using the finest raw materials carefully
sourced from Europe, we match (and often exceed) the
quality on offer from any manufacturer. Our British
engineering approach allows us to consistently achieve
the best price vs quality ratio in the market.

https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk

Datech Scientific Ltd are a trusted Laboratory
Partner since 1989 for premium sample preparation
equipment and laboratory automation solutions.
Their mission is to leverage their deep industry
knowledge and experience to deliver precisely the
right laboratory services, goods and solutions for
their customers. Whether you require servicing of
your existing laboratory equipment or provision of
spare parts, consumable supplies, benchtop &
standalone sample preparation equipment or fully
integrated and automated laboratory systems,
Datech Scientific Ltd is here to provide the perfect
fit for your specific analytical needs. 

https://www.datech-scientific.co.uk

Reece Safety has been supplying Lockout/Tagout for
over 16 years and we pride ourselves on providing expert
advice and great service.

Our wide product range covers a whole host of safety
products designed with customer safety in mind, and we
are a trusted life critical safety products supplier to a
wide range of industries including Construction, Power
Stations, Oil and Gas, alongside a whole host of other
industries. Whether you are part of a large multinational
corporation or an independent electrician, we take a
no-nonsense approach to business and aim to make
ordering as easy as possible.

https://www.reecesafety.co.uk

Established in 1969, Doré Metal Services is now
recognised as one of the leading distributors of non-
ferrous metals in the UK. We have grown to be one of the
largest independent stockholders of aluminium and
stainless steel in the country with 70,000 sq ft of
warehouse capacity across our three service centres in
Kent, Bristol and Hertfordshire and are proud to remain a
family-run business.

https://www.doremetals.co.uk

https://tradmet.co.uk/
https://tradmet.co.uk/
https://tradmet.co.uk/
https://www.hydro.com/
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/products/alupanel
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/products/alupanel
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/products/alupanel
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk/
https://www.datech-scientific.co.uk/
https://reecesafety.co.uk/lockout-tagout.html
https://www.reecesafety.co.uk/
https://www.doremetals.co.uk/
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
SERVICE METALS:
A LEGACY OF INNOVATION
AND EXCELLENCE
1976 will long be remembered for its record-breaking summer, with temperatures soaring above
35°C. But it was also a landmark year for three visionary gentlemen from Morley, a small town just
outside Leeds. John Winn, Graham Wilson, and Jim Chrimes founded Gablesea Ltd, trading as
Service Metals, laying the foundation for what would become one of Europe’s leading independent
aluminium stockholders.

Widely acknowledged as market leaders in the
Road Transport industry, Service Metals are
renowned for our commitment to quality,
innovation, and customer service. Our
branches hold vast quantities of both standard
and bespoke aluminium extrusions, Type
approved Side guard kits, Aluminium rolled
products, Aluminium Roofing Coil, GRP panels,
Wisa Plywood Flooring, Walking Floor Trailer
components together with a wide range of
ancillary items supplied directly into the
commercial vehicle body sector.

Within The Service Metals Group, is our sister
company Gablesea Glassfibre (Truck Roofs). As
the name suggests, Truck Roofs manufacture
bespoke Flat & Bowed Roofs to order, with
various options of material construction,
Aluminium skin, Fibreglass skin, coloured,
translucent all to customer individual
specifications.

In line with our ethos of continuous
improvement, many of our branches now
feature thriving engineering departments
offering full bespoke CAD extrusion design, in-
house 3D printing, and production batch
capabilities. Our facilities also include laser
cutting, folding, welding, and general sheet
metal fabrication, all available within the
group.

As we enter our next chapter, leadership
passes to Andrew Winn, John’s son, who
recently became Group Managing Director.
Andrew is spearheading major investments that
will once again elevate Service Metals to new
heights. This includes the commissioning of a
state-of-the-art powder coating plant,
Qualicoat approved pre treatment, capable of
processing 15-metre long lengths of extrusion —
a first in the UK — plus the development of a
fully bespoke “Kit Bodies” manufacturing
facility, giving our customers the option to
purchase complete Dropside, Tipper,
Curtainsider, Box Van or Flat Bed kits in a “One
stop shop” Format, incorporating our Aluminium
Roller Shutter division, who manufacture both
Vehicle and commercial shutters, setting new
industry benchmarks.

“Reaching our 50th year in business is a
testament to the dedication of our team, the
loyalty of our customers, and the strength of
our supplier partnerships,” said Andrew Winn,
Group MD. 

“We’re incredibly proud of our journey and
excited about the future as we continue to
invest in our people, our products, and new
technologies to meet the ever-evolving needs
of the Road transport/Aluminium stockholding
industries.”

Fast forward 50 years, and the Service Metals Group now proudly
operates 9 strategically located depots across the UK, employing
over 300 members of staff, many of whom have been with the
company over three decades. While we’ve sadly lost Graham and
Jim in recent years, Group Chairman John Winn remains actively
involved, bringing his wisdom, experience, and unmistakable
personality to the business when required.



We shape

ALUMINIUM
you shape the future!

Your aluminium, responsibly sourcedlocally,made in Britain
and supported bytrusted regionalpartners-keepingyour

productionmoving without disruption.

From precision extrusion to advanced finishing, we deliver

consistent quality and dependable lead times, so you can
deliver on your commitments.

Let’s shape what’s next, together.

FAST.RELIABLE.TRUSTED.
Since 1990

 



“Reducing
environmental impact is
not achieved in
isolation. It is achieved
when designers,
extruders, fabricators
and end-users align
around smarter use of
material”, explains
Emma Swann – 
Managing Director at
BOAL Extrusion UK. 
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ALUMINIUM IN THE UK: BUILDING
RESILIENCE THROUGH COLLABORATION 

Aluminium has long been valued for what it allows engineers to do: build lighter, stronger and more efficient structures, with a
material that is durable and endlessly recyclable. From construction and transport to infrastructure and energy, it remains central to
modern manufacturing. 
 
Yet the context around aluminium in the UK is transforming. Pressure on costs, evolving sustainability requirements and uncertainty
around domestic capacity are shaping new expectations - not only of materials, but of supply chains and partnerships. 
 
For many manufacturers, the question is no longer simply how to specify the right profile. It is how to secure continuity, quality and
responsible production in a market that is shifting. 

Reliability is becoming the differentiator 

Technical performance will always matter. Tolerances, strength,
finish quality and machinability are fundamental. But in
practice, what increasingly differentiates suppliers is reliability:
consistent output, predictable lead times and the ability to
support engineering teams when requirements change. 
 
At BOAL Extrusion UK, we recognise this shift because we see it
in daily conversations. For more than 35 years, we have
supported aluminium profile design and manufactured bespoke
aluminium profiles in Britain, supporting customers across
construction, transport, renewables and industrial applications. 
 
What customers value most is often not a single feature, but
the confidence that comes from a process that is stable and
transparent. That means early technical involvement, clear
documentation, secure handling of intellectual property,
controlled die management and open communication from
design through to delivery. 

“Customers are no longer looking for a transactional supplier.
They are seeking a partner who understands their pressures -
from lead times and compliance to carbon reporting and cost
competitiveness”, says Alan Lucas  - Commercial Director,
BOAL Extrusion UK

These are not headline-grabbing topics. But they are the
details that protect schedules, reduce risk and keep projects
moving. 

Sustainability, put into practice 

Sustainability is frequently discussed in broad terms, but the
practical reality is straightforward: carbon reduction in
aluminium is largely driven by smarter sourcing and better use
of material. 
 
Recycled aluminium requires significantly less energy than
primary production. Retaining scrap within the UK and investing
in additional recycling capability would strengthen domestic
resilience. Increased availability of secondary aluminium would
support the reduction of embedded carbon in extrusion. This is
not only an environmental question, but a strategic one. 

At BOAL, we have focused on making lower-carbon options
more accessible through initiatives such as our BLUE
programme, sourcing billets with higher recycled content
and/or a lower carbon footprint. But product choice is only
part of the story. Meaningful progress also comes from
collaboration: optimising profile design, reducing machining
waste and planning circular return streams where possible. 

Sustainability is most effective when it is treated as
engineering discipline, not marketing language. 

Capability depends on people 

Long-term resilience in the aluminium sector depends not only on
equipment and capacity, but on skills, shared standards and a
willingness to learn from one another. This is where organisations
such as ALFED continue to play a valuable role. 
 
BOAL is proud to support the ALFED Awards this year as Sapphire
Sponsor - By recognising excellence, celebrating innovation and
supporting new talent entering the industry, the ALFED Awards help
reinforce the capability that the sector will rely on in the years
ahead.

Emma Swann: “Our commitment also extends to enabling a lower-
carbon Annual Dinner in 2026, reflecting not a one-off initiative but
the way we operate, lead and engage within the aluminium
community.” 
 
Supporting the industry means supporting the conditions in which it
can thrive: responsible practice, technical credibility and investment
in people. 

A sector built on shared responsibility 

The future of aluminium in the UK will not be shaped by a single
organisation or a single breakthrough. It will be shaped by the
choices made across the value chain - from design and sourcing to
manufacturing and end use. 
 
The opportunity is clear. Aluminium can help meet the demands of
modern industry, not only through performance, but through
circularity and long-term efficiency. The challenge is ensuring the
sector remains resilient enough to deliver that value consistently. 
 
Progress will come from practical steps, taken together: better
design, stronger partnerships, smarter material flows and a
continued focus on developing talent. 
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INNOVAL TECHNOLOGY: SPECIALIST
SUPPORT FOR ALFED AND ITS MEMBERS
Innoval Technology is a leading aluminium consultancy committed to helping organisations across the sector
improve performance, innovate sustainably, and strengthen competitiveness. The company, now part of
Danieli Group, operates from a new state-of-the-art facility on the Advanced Manufacturing Park in South
Yorkshire that builds on decades of real-world experience across the global aluminium industry and a proud
heritage dating back to the world-renowned Alcan Banbury Labs. Innoval brings an unmatched depth of
technical expertise and are the people to speak to about anything related to aluminium.

Driving Process & Product Excellence

Innoval works closely with manufacturers,
processors, and end‑users to optimise production,
solve technical challenges, and enhance product
quality. Their consultants bring world‑class
knowledge in rolling, extrusion, and finishing
operations—helping organisations reduce waste,
increase throughput, and accelerate product
development. Whether supporting new equipment
commissioning or refining existing processes,
Innoval delivers measurable improvements across
the full value chain. 

Their experience spans automotive, aerospace,
building, packaging, and industrial applications,
ensuring solutions are informed by best practice
across global markets. 

Advanced Materials & Testing Expertise

Innoval provides impartial materials
characterisation and laboratory testing, helping
companies diagnose issues, validate performance,
and refine alloy solutions. Their specialists offer
support in metallurgy, surface chemistry, simulation,
and failure analysis—making them a valuable
partner for ALFED members seeking to improve
reliability, efficiency, and technical assurance. 

Innovation, R&D, and Technology Development

With a strong track record in developing
industry‑significant aluminium technologies, Innoval
supports organisations in exploring new alloys,
optimising forming processes, and advancing
lightweighting initiatives. They offer collaborative
research, feasibility studies, and technical
road‑mapping that help reduce risk and accelerate
time‑to‑market for new products and processes. 

Supporting Sustainability, LCA & Environmental
Reporting

Environmental responsibility is a growing priority for
the aluminium sector, and Innoval is helping ALFED
members stay ahead. Their expertise in life cycle
assessment (LCA), environmental product
declarations (EPD), and sustainability best practice
enables organisations to understand carbon
impacts, meet regulatory requirements, and
demonstrate environmental leadership. Innoval
recently delivered a specialised LCA and EPD
workshop at ALFED’s headquarters, supporting
members with practical guidance, data quality
insights, and interpretation frameworks. 

Strategic Advisory & Best Practice Guidance

Beyond technical solutions, Innoval provides
valuable strategic support—helping companies
make informed investment decisions, evaluate
process upgrades, and implement industry best
practices. Their impartial advice draws on decades
of real‑world experience, ensuring organisations
pursue the right technologies and operating
strategies for long‑term success. 

Training & Knowledge Development

Knowledge transfer is at the heart of Innoval’s mission. They
provide tailored training and development programmes covering
aluminium metallurgy, surface engineering, product applications
and process excellence including their internationally acclaimed
aluminium rolling technology course (ARTC). Innoval has also
delivered bespoke courses for many leading manufacturers and
users of aluminium around the world and continues to support
skills development across the sector. Preferential rates on
Innoval’s public training courses are available to ALFED members. 

A Trusted Partner for ALFED

Innoval Technology offers ALFED members a comprehensive blend
of technical depth, strategic insight, and practical experience.
Whether enhancing processes, strengthening sustainability
performance, or developing future talent, Innoval delivers the
support needed to help UK aluminium companies innovate,
compete, and grow.
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UK Metals Expo 2026 is the UK’s leading trade event for the metals industry, bringing together
producers, fabricators, engineers, manufacturers, buyers, and suppliers under one roof.
Discover the latest technologies, attend expert-led seminars, and network with key industry
professionals.

ALFED Members: Enjoy a 20% discount on your exhibition stand – remember to mention
your membership when booking.

Scan the QR code to get a free visitor pass:

18
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ALFED MEMBERS’ DAY
Date: 30  April 2026th

Venue: Bragborough Hall Business Centre, NN11 7JG
ALFED Members’ Day is a new annual event launching in 2026, created to bring the UK
aluminium community together in a more informal, accessible and collaborative setting.
Hosted at ALFED HQ in Northamptonshire, the day has been designed in direct response to
member feedback and focuses on meaningful conversation, practical insight and
relationship-building rather than formal presentations or sales-led content. Members are
welcome to attend for the full day or drop in around other commitments, making it easy to
engage in a way that suits individual schedules.

Headline Sponsor Exhibitor Sponsors Scan the QR
code to
register:

HOUSE OF LORDS LUNCH
Date: 2  June 2026nd

Venue: House of Lords, Westminster, London, UK

The House of Lords Lunch forms part of ALFED’s ongoing work through the UK Aluminium
Alliance, which is focused on strengthening UK aluminium demand, improving scrap
retention and utilisation, and building greater resilience across domestic and international
trade relationships to support a secure, circular supply chain.

We are pleased to confirm that the Minister for Industry, Chris McDonald MP, Minister for
Industry, will join us to open the event and meet directly with the aluminium sector. His
attendance provides a timely opportunity for members to engage with Government at a
senior level and to feed directly into discussions around industrial strategy, trade resilience
and domestic capability.

Scan the QR code to register:

BUSINESS BRIEFING & ANNUAL
DINNER
Date: 24  September 2026th

Venue: Crowne Plaza, Stratford-Upon-Avon
Mark your calendars for an unforgettable evening of elegance, camaraderie, and
celebration at the beautiful Crowne Plaza Hotel in Stratford-Upon-Avon. The Annual
ALFED Business Briefing is the must-attend event for industry professionals looking to gain
valuable insights, connect with peers, and stay ahead in the rapidly evolving aluminium
sector.

The exclusive black-tie evening event is more than just a dinner; it’s one of the premier
networking and social occasions in the aluminium industry calendar. Join fellow leaders,
innovators, and visionaries from across the sector for an evening of fine dining, inspiring
conversation, and celebration of the achievements that continue to shape the aluminium
industry.

Scan the QR code to register:

UK METALS 
EXPO 2026
Date: 4th - 5  November 2026th

Venue: Hall 4- NEC, Birmingham

Run in conjunction with the Advanced Engineering Show.

WORLD
ALUMINIUM

SUMMIT
Date: 12th - 14th May 2026

Join the conversations that matter at this strategic annual meeting for the global
aluminium value chain. The 31st CRU World Aluminium Summit returns to London from 12–14

May 2026, co-hosted by the International Aluminium Institute (IAI) and the Aluminium
Stewardship Initiative (ASI).

ALFED is proud to be an association partner of this landmark aluminium industry event,
supporting the conversations that will shape the future of aluminium worldwide.

ALFED members are eligible for a 10% discount off the registration fee. To secure
your place, please use the following link and use the code ALFED10 at the

checkout

Book Now: www.alfed.org.uk/event/cru-world-aluminium-summit/

Theme: Delivering Domestic Demand, Trade Resilience & Industrial Capability
Event Sponsor: Lord Horam

https://alfed.org.uk/event/alfed-members-day/
https://alfed.org.uk/event/alfed-house-of-lords-lunch/
https://alfed.org.uk/event/2026-alfed-annual-dinner/
https://alfed.org.uk/event/2026-alfed-annual-dinner/
http://www.alfed.org.uk/event/cru-world-aluminium-summit/
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ER ‘A RECOGNITION OF POTENTIAL’ –

YONGZHI LUO, 2025 ALFED RISING
STAR APPRENTICE AWARD WINNER 
Named the 2025 ALFED Rising Star Apprentice Award winner, Yongzhi Luo of Primetals Technologies represents a growing
generation of young talent emerging in the UK aluminium sector. Shaped by practical experience, commercial awareness, and end-
to-end accountability, his journey from the manufacturing shop floor to front-end sales engineering highlights the distinctive value of
degree-level apprenticeships in modern engineering careers. 

In this spotlight Q&A, Yongzhi reflects on what the award means to him, how his apprenticeship has shaped his professional outlook,
the work he is most proud of, and why curiosity, communication, and accountability matter as much as technical skill. 

Congratulations on winning the 2025 ALFED
Rising Star Apprentice Award. What does
this recognition mean to you personally, and
how has your apprenticeship journey shaped
your career so far? 

I’m incredibly grateful to be recognised by
ALFED, the UK’s leading body for our industry.
Being celebrated at the annual awards dinner is
a special career milestone and a memory I’ll
carry for a long time. While I’m proud of what the
“Rising Star Apprentice Award” represents, it’s “a
recognition of potential”. My journey in the
aluminium industry is still just beginning, and
there’s a lot more to learn and contribute. 

My apprenticeship journey from HNC to BEng
through Bournemouth & Poole College,
Bournemouth University, and my employer
Primetals Technologies was intentionally
designed to give me broad exposure across the
business. That rotation-style framework took me
from hands-on manufacturing to the front end of
projects with customers. It gave me a complete
view of how ideas become deliverable solutions,
and what each discipline / department values at
every stage. 

In my current role as an Assistant Sales Engineer,
that understanding and perspective really
matters. Strong pre-project technical
understanding and selling an executable solution
influence the complexity of engineering during
delivery. Those design choices made during
engineering ripple into manufacturing, quality,
and supply chain, creating risks of delay or non-
conformance that ultimately affect the customer
experience and project profitability. Margin
helps, but how a project flows through the
organisation from conception to delivery matters
most. The margin is only realised if the project is
executed according to plan. 

That’s the difference an apprenticeship can
offer versus a traditional full-time degree:
practical, end-to-end understanding and
accountability that shape better decisions.

Can you tell us a bit about your role as an
Assistant Sales Engineer at Primetals
Technologies and what a typical day looks
like for you? 

As an Assistant Sales Engineer at Primetals
Technologies, I’m the first point of contact for
enquiries. Whether that’s new equipment,
modernisations, or requests for information
about our products / technologies. I work with
customers to clarify requirements, bottlenecks,
and constraints, then recommend and configure
the right solution. From our Christchurch
location, two of the most in-demand products
are the Air Bearing Shapemeter and the ISV
Spraybar, which measure and control the
flatness of rolled aluminium strip. 

From there, I run feasibility and risk assessments:
technical (standard vs. bespoke design),
commercial (export/trade restrictions, credit
risk), the likely win drivers (price, technology,
references, relationships), and any mitigation or
contingency we’ll need.

If it’s a safe bid, we move into detailed scope
definition, agreeing the technical scope of
supply and design details. That’s where the
‘engineering’ in sales engineering really comes
in: proposal drawings, installation concepts,
calculations, and a fully executable solution. 

The quotation package I prepare sets out a
clear scope of supply, a feasible technical
solution, and transparent commercial terms
and conditions. Once an enquiry becomes a
project, I lead a precise internal handover,
translating the sold scope and T&C into
actionable deliverables across engineering,
project management, procurement,
production, and finance. So, what we
promised is exactly what we build and
deliver. 

What initially attracted you to an
apprenticeship in engineering, and what
sets apprenticeships apart from
traditional routes? 

My interest in engineering grew gradually
through my stepfather’s career, who began
as a mechanical design engineer and
worked at BAE Systems designing tooling,
jigs and fixtures for aerospace components.
His career combined with a general curiosity
about how things work and how large
projects are designed and built, put
engineering on my path from a young age. 

At sixth form, I felt a lot of pressure to follow
the UCAS route by default. Apprenticeships
were barely signposted, and in some cases
even discouraged. I visited universities and
submitted my first and second-choice
applications, but the idea of studying for four
more years with limited industry experience
didn’t feel right for me. 

Once I discovered degree-level
apprenticeships, the choice was clear. I
could earn while I learn, gain real project
experience, and build professional skills
alongside formal qualifications. That
combination has made all the difference for
me. 

What sets an apprenticeship apart is the
end-to-end understanding you build. How a
concept becomes an executable solution
and then a delivered product. You’re learning
from mentors and experts, applying theory on
real projects, and developing the soft skills
that matter in industry.

Are there any projects or achievements
during your apprenticeship that you’re
particularly proud of? 

One project I’m particularly proud of is my
BEng project: “Adapting an eddy-current
flatness measurement device for high-
temperature aluminium rolling mill
applications”. In short, I explored how we
could evolve our existing C-Shape flatness
sensor for use where strip temperatures are
significantly elevated. 

The challenge was in two parts:
understanding how heat affects the
product’s internal electronics and signal
stability, and how temperature and thermal
gradients influence the mechanical
construction and long-term reliability. I led
computational fluid dynamics (CFD) and
thermal modelling, and carried out a
theoretical feasibility study on materials,
thermal management, and enclosure design
options. 

The work didn’t end at graduation, it's now
progressed into an R&D project in FY25,
which is a great validation that the concept
has commercial merit. I’m proud because it
bridges academic knowledge with real
customer needs. 

Finally, what advice would you give to
students or early-career professionals
considering an apprenticeship or a
career in engineering? 

For someone who is considering an
apprenticeship or a career in engineering, I
would start by shadowing an industry
professional, tour a factory, or experience
and observe a project meeting. Seeing how
ideas become executable solutions and then
delivered products. 

Then focus on being curious, develop
communication skills, and understand
accountability. Curiosity keeps you learning,
communication turns good ideas into aligned
actions, and accountability means you own
outcomes, not just tasks. 

Choose people as much as apprenticeship
programmes. Mentors and teams that invest
in your growth make a huge difference. 

Conclusion 

Yongzhi Luo’s journey illustrates the impact
that well-structured apprenticeships can
have, not only in developing technical
capability, but in shaping engineers who
understand accountability, risk, and the
realities of delivering complex industrial
projects. As the aluminium industry navigates
decarbonisation, digitalisation, and
circularity, his perspective highlights how
curiosity, practical experience, and end-to-
end understanding can turn potential into
lasting professional impact.
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£600,000 LINE
ACCELERATES BRIDGNORTH
ALUMINIUM’S EXPANSION
INTO NEW MARKETS
New opportunities in underfloor heating and cooling applications for the automotive sector and
data centres has kickstarted the latest capital equipment investment from Bridgnorth Aluminium
(BAL).

The company, which is one of the town’s largest
employers, is installing a refurbished £600,000 Schmutz
line at its expansive Stourbridge Road facility, giving it
an in-house capability for finishing thinner gauge
materials.

Installed and upgraded by experienced engineers, the
equipment will provide slitting and winding for thin
gauge aluminium reels destined for customers in Wales,
the EU and the US.

Commissioning should be complete by March and
comes just a few months after the business returned to
24/7 operations in key process areas and builds on
new molten metal filtration equipment that reduces
impurities in the casting process.

The recent capital equipment investments position
Bridgnorth Aluminium as a world leader in flat rolled
aluminium coils for lithography, packaging, cooling and
heating applications, electrification and data
applications.

Adrian Musgrave, Commercial Director at BAL,
commented: “It has been a really positive start to
2026, with export orders up, new domestic clients
secured and some major advancements in capabilities
well on the way to being completed.

“This is all being achieved against a backdrop of global
uncertainty and is real testimony to the long-term
strategy the management team has put in place and
the way our 330-strong workforce responded to a
difficult time for our business in 2023.”

He continued: “Every penny we spend futureproofs our
factory in Shropshire and reinforces our commitment to
remaining the UK’s last remaining producer of flat
rolled aluminium coils.

“The Schmutz line has also sparked a mini recruitment
drive, with a 10% increase in our finishing team that
work flexibility across several of our lines.”

People are vital to the future expansion of Bridgnorth
Aluminium, with the company launching a focus group
initiative to boost employee engagement and
retention.

Made up of different ages, roles and responsibilities,
the group meet regularly to feedback on issues,
improvement suggestions, sustainability and how the
firm supports local organisations.

This has already proved crucial in BAL signing up to the
Shropshire Investors in Community scheme run by
Shropshire Community Foundation, which will give it
access to charities and grassroots organisations across
the county.

Adrian went on to add: “We are immensely proud of our
heritage, having been a part of the local landscape since
the 1950s.

“Generations of local people have been part of our past
story, and we want to explore ways where the next
generation can write their own chapter in our success,
ensuring the local economy benefits at the same time.”

Bridgnorth Aluminium continues to lobby government and
key stakeholders on the importance of aluminium as one
of the UK’s critical minerals and an essential ingredient in
the nationwide move to Net Zero.

For further information, please visit
www.bridgnorthaluminium.co.uk or follow the company
across its social media channels.
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Evidence Builds Influence
Sector Groups underpin ALFED’s ability to:

Shape national trade policy
Influence carbon and CBAM design
Represent energy cost pressures
Defend UK competitiveness

Representation is strongest when it is backed by data.
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SECTOR GROUPS & COMMITTEES:
THE OPERATIONAL CORE OF ALFED
When members ask what truly sits at the heart of ALFED, the answer is simple: our Sector Groups and Committees.
They are where the real work happens.

Behind every policy submission, every Board position, and every engagement with Government, there is structured
industry coordination taking place across these groups. They are not informal networking forums or occasional
discussion platforms. They are governance-linked, industry-led bodies that form the operational engine room of the
Federation, and one of the most valuable elements of ALFED membership.

For many members, day-to-day business understandably comes first. But it is through these groups that individual
company challenges are translated into credible, national representation. They provide the structure that turns
operational insight into policy influence.

From Conversation to Credible Representation

One of the most important, and often underestimated,
functions of ALFED’s Sector Groups is their role in building
the evidential foundation of the UK aluminium industry.

Through structured engagement, members contribute
anonymised insight into production volumes, capacity trends,
cost pressures, regulatory impact and trade exposure.
Aggregated responsibly and in strict compliance with
competition law, this intelligence enables ALFED to present
an industry-wide view to policymakers.

Without robust sector-level data, it is impossible to:
Quantify the scale of UK aluminium processing
Demonstrate the impact of trade and carbon measures
Illustrate energy and compliance pressures
Highlight investment and competitiveness risks

When ALFED engages with Government, it does so with
authority, because it is backed by evidence from across the
value chain.

Sector Groups make that credibility possible.

How Sector Groups Operate

ALFED currently focuses on four core processing segments:
Finishing
Distribution
Recycling
Extrusion

These sectors represent key nodes of UK aluminium capability
and areas of high regulatory and trade exposure.

Each Sector Group is led by an elected Sector Head from a
member company. That individual sits on the ALFED Board as
a Non-Executive Director, formally representing the interests
of their segment within Federation governance.

Groups meet quarterly through a combination of:
In-person sessions hosted at member facilities
Online strategic meetings
Technical and regulatory briefings

Outputs are structured and documented. Where required,
recommendations are escalated to the Trade Committee or
Board. This ensures operational realities directly inform
national positioning.

For members operating within these segments, participation
provides:

Direct input into ALFED policy formation
Early visibility of regulatory and trade developments
Peer-level discussion with organisations facing similar
challenges
Representation at Board level

Beyond Sector Boundaries

Trade & Regulatory Committees

Not every member aligns neatly to a single processing segment.
Some operate across multiple stages of the value chain; others
are service providers or internationally exposed businesses.

ALFED’s layered engagement model ensures there is a pathway
for them as well.

The Trade Committee

Meeting at least bi-monthly, the Trade Committee provides a
high-level forum focused on:

Trade policy
Tariffs and trade defence
Market access
Regulatory legislation

It monitors UK, EU and global developments, coordinates
consultation responses and drafts recommendations for Board
consideration. Where policy shifts require urgent coordination,
additional meetings are convened to ensure timely and
evidence-based representation. Participation is open to direct
ALFED members and is free of charge.

The CBAM Sub-Committee
Operating under the Trade Committee, the CBAM Sub-
Committee provides focused technical engagement on Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism policy and emissions compliance
frameworks.

ALFED chairs and coordinates this group, feeding structured
industry evidence directly into HM Treasury, HMRC and the
Department for Business and Trade. For members navigating
carbon reporting and compliance exposure, this provides a
highly technical and Government-connected platform.

Why This Structure Matters

Sector Groups and Committees are not optional extras. They
are foundational to ALFED’s ability to act as the Voice of the UK
Aluminium Industry.

They ensure:
Policy is grounded in operational reality
Industry data is credible and representative
Board discussions reflect sector-specific challenges
Government engagement is evidence-based

When members participate, ALFED is stronger, and so is the
industry’s influence.

An Invitation to Engage

If you are already involved in a Sector Group or Committee,
then your contribution strengthens the Federation more than you
may realise. If you are not currently participating, this is an
opportunity to explore where you might fit. Whether your
priorities lie in sector collaboration, trade competitiveness,
carbon compliance or broader policy engagement, there is a
structured route for you to contribute.

To discuss joining a Sector Group or Committee, please
contact the ALFED team at alfed@alfed.org.uk.

www.alfed.org.uk
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MILESTONE CIRCULARITY:
NOVELIS LATCHFORD
COMMISSIONS NEW BAG
HOUSES ON PATH TO 100% CAN
RECYCLING
Novelis’s plant in Latchford has reached an important milestone in its multi‑year expansion programme with the
successful commissioning of new bag houses - an essential upgrade that strengthens the site’s environmental
performance and prepares it for a significant increase in aluminium recycling capacity. The development marks another
major step toward doubling the facility’s ability to recycle used beverage cans (UBCs) and supporting the UK’s
forthcoming Deposit Return Scheme (DRS).

The $90 million investment is transforming Latchford into a
state‑of‑the‑art recycling hub equipped for the next
generation of recycled aluminium production. Once the
expansion is completed next year, the enhanced site will
have sufficient capacity to recycle 100% of the aluminium
beverage cans collected through the future UK DRS. This will
ensure that material collected in the UK is recycled
domestically, contributing directly to a closed‑loop, circular
aluminium economy and reducing the reliance on imports.

The commissioning of the new bag houses is a key part of a
wider series of upgrades designed to modernise the site’s
operational infrastructure. The improvements include a new
dross house and advanced technologies for shredding,
sorting, de-coating, and melting a broader range of
aluminium scrap streams. These technologies will increase
processing efficiency, improve material recovery rates, and
enable Novelis to supply customers with aluminium
containing even higher levels of recycled content.

Across Novelis Europe, the combined effect of these
technological upgrades and higher‑volume recycling
operations is projected to reduce carbon emissions by more
than 350,000 tonnes of CO₂e per year. These reductions
align with Novelis’ broader sustainability strategy and
support progress toward the company’s 3x30 vision, which
focuses on decreasing carbon intensity and increasing
recycled content.

“Commissioning the new bag houses is not just a
technological milestone; it’s a transformative step that
strengthens the UK’s recycling infrastructure and
accelerates our path toward circularity,” said Allan Sweeny,
Plant Manager at Latchford.

This investment also supports wider industry objectives to
retain valuable aluminium scrap within the UK and reduce
dependence on imported material. Increasing domestic
recycling capabilities and demand for scrap, aims to
decrease the need to export aluminium scrap and support a
more consistent supply for aluminium producers.

With the commissioning of the new bag houses and Novelis
deploying the UK’s first industrial scale hydrogen fuel
switching trial in aluminium last year, Latchford is working to
provide a blueprint for how the UK can lead in aluminium
circularity, low-carbon innovation and technological
readiness.
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ALUMINIUM ALLIES VISIT THE
LONDON METAL EXCHANGE
UNDERSTANDING GLOBAL
ALUMINIUM PRICE DISCOVERY
AND MARKET DYNAMICS

ALFED’s Aluminium Allies programme kickstarted 2026 with
an exclusive visit to the London Metal Exchange (LME),
giving members rare behind-the-scenes access to the global
centre of industrial metals trading.

Accompanied by Nadine Bloxsome, Rachel Wiffen and
Sophie Allen, the group stepped directly into the world of
price discovery, risk management and global aluminium
flows, gaining an important opportunity to better understand
the market mechanisms that underpin day-to-day
commercial decisions across our industry.

The Role of the LME in Global Metals Markets

The visit opened with a presentation from Lucy Spear and Mason King, who outlined the LME’s role in servicing both
the physical and financial metals markets for nearly 150 years.

Members were reminded of the sheer scale of the Exchange’s activity. In 2025, the LME traded 181 million lots,
equating to $18 trillion in notional value and around 4 billion tonnes of metal. Average daily trading volumes of
approximately 718,000 lots demonstrate the liquidity and global reach of the platform.

For aluminium specifically, long-term trading trends show sustained and growing contract activity, reinforcing just
how central the LME remains to our sector.

What the Aluminium Price Represents

A key takeaway for many attendees was clarification around what the LME aluminium price actually reflects. The
benchmark represents LME-registered brands that meet strict quality and responsible sourcing standards, stored in
approved warehouses, sold duty unpaid, with the buyer responsible for delivery out.

Understanding this structure is vital when discussing premiums, regional availability, physical supply and hedging
strategies. The session provided valuable context for how financial markets intersect with physical aluminium flows.

Live Trading in the Ring

Members were then guided down to observe live trading in the
iconic Ring – the only remaining open outcry trading floor in
Europe.

Seeing price discovery take place in real time brought the
morning’s presentation to life. The group learned more about the
roles within the Ring and how trading now operates across floor,
telephone and electronic platforms.

And, of course, no visit would be complete without a photo opportunity on the famous red sofas!

Why This Matters for ALFED Members

For the Aluminium Allies group, the visit was about more than curiosity. It strengthened understanding of how
aluminium prices are formed, how volatility can be managed, and how global policy and trade shifts influence
domestic competitiveness.

As aluminium continues to gain recognition as a critical material within UK industrial and critical minerals strategy
discussions, understanding global market structures becomes increasingly important for our members. The day
concluded with networking over lunch, and a competitive few rounds of darts, reinforcing the Aluminium Allies aim of
combining learning, access and industry connection in an engaging format.

A sincere thank you to Lucy Spear and Mason King for their hospitality and insights. Further LME visits will take place
throughout the year. 

To register your interest in joining a future Aluminium Allies organised event, please contact the ALFED team at
alfed@alfed.org.uk.
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ALUMINIUM SHAPES LTD:
40 YEARS IN THE MAKING
Forty years is a milestone worth pausing for. In 1985, when Aluminium Shapes Ltd first opened its
doors, the world looked very different. The first mobile phones were the size of bricks, the internet
was still a laboratory curiosity, and “Back to the Future” was filling cinemas with visions of
hoverboards and flying cars. Manufacturing was hands-on, analogue, and often unforgiving. Yet
even then, one thing was clear: companies that combined quality with curiosity would shape the
decades ahead.

Four decades later, that belief still defines us.

From day one, Aluminium Shapes has been built around a simple promise: deliver high-quality aluminium
extrusions with the flexibility, service, and technical knowledge customers can rely on. That promise has
carried us through changing markets, innovative technologies, and the evolving expectations of customers
who demand more than just extrusion—they want partnership, precision, and performance.
Today, as we celebrate our 40th anniversary, we are proud to say that commitment has not wavered. If
anything, it is stronger than ever.

From the Old Days to the New Era

Back in 1985, extrusion presses were loud, mechanical beasts, and quality control meant a trained eye and
a steady hand. Drawings arrived by fax, and lead times were measured in weeks. Yet even then, our team
pushed boundaries—experimenting with profiles, solving customer problems, and proving that a UK-based
extruder could compete on quality, service, and ingenuity.

Fast-forward to 2025, and the world has transformed. 3D modelling, CNC machining, automated handling,
and real-time quality monitoring are now part of everyday life. Customers expect shorter lead times, tighter
tolerances, and more value-added processes under one roof. Sustainability has shifted from a nice-to-have
to a non-negotiable. And through all of it, Aluminium Shapes has adapted, invested, and evolved.

Introducing Ali4: Our Next Step Forward

This year marks not only our 40th anniversary but also the launch of Ali4, our newest material innovation. 
Designed for strength, consistency, and sustainability,
Ali4 represents the next chapter in our product
evolution. It is engineered for modern manufacturing
— lightweight, dependable, and ideal for customers
who want performance without compromise.

Ali4 is not just a low carbon alternative; it is a
statement. A signal that even after four decades, we
are not slowing down. We are pushing forward,
developing smarter materials, and giving customers
more reasons to choose a UK extruder that
understands their challenges and shares their
ambitions.

Still Customer-Focused. Still Quality-Driven.
Still Here for the Long Haul.

However, what truly sets Aluminium Shapes apart is
not just our presses, our machining capability, or our
material innovations. It is our people. The engineers
who obsess over tolerances. 

The operators who treat every billet like it matters.
The sales and technical teams who listen first and
quote second. The customers who trust us with their
products, their deadlines, and their reputations.

Forty years on, we are proud to still be doing what we
do best: supplying excellent-quality aluminium
extrusions with a customer-first mindset.

Here is to the next chapter, and to everyone who has
been part of the journey so far.
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PEEL PORTS GROUP:
CONNECTING THE HEART OF
BRITAIN FOR ALUMINIUM
GROWTH
BY PHIL HALL, MERSEY PORT DIRECTOR,
PEEL PORTS GROUP

At Peel Ports Group we are proud to be at the centre of the
UK’s industrial supply chain, helping aluminium importers
reach major centres of demand more efficiently and
sustainably. 

In fact, we are strengthening our position through our
recently-launched Heart of Britain campaign, which is
focused on bringing metals and other essential materials
nearer to the country’s industrial heartlands. Our aim is
simple: to support growth, resilience and greener logistics
by rethinking how cargo moves through the UK.

The Port of Liverpool is the focal point for this, but we are
also a network of facilities, including Heysham in Lancashire,
the Manchester Ship Canal, Medway in Kent, Clydeport near
Glasgow and Great Yarmouth in East Anglia. Collectively,
these enable us to connect manufacturing and other
centres with shipping routes on all points of the compass.
We therefore enable cargo to move via coastal and short-
sea shipping routes, reducing reliance on long-distance
road haulage and creating a more direct, sustainable and
efficient flow of materials.

This approach is already delivering tangible benefits for
metals importers, especially where our terminals are
purpose-built to handle high volumes of steel, aluminium
and other metals, supported by specialist handling
equipment, extensive warehousing and integrated logistics
services. 

The past 12 months have been particularly exciting, with a
recent announcement of plans to invest £100 million into the
steels and metals sector in a move to enhance capacity and
boost the efficiency of logistics.

We’re progressing with a £32m initial investment to add a
further 140,000 sq ft of storage at our Port of Liverpool steel
and metals terminals. Overall, across Liverpool and London
Medway, warehousing will be increased by 50 percent from
the current 1 million sq ft to create an additional 500,000 sq
ft of capacity. This fresh investment follows a record year for
steel imports at the Liverpool facility in 2024 and will help
further grow the volumes of steel we transport across the UK.

This investment is enhancing infrastructure, improving
operational efficiency and ensuring we have the capacity
and capability to support long-term industrial growth. It also
reflects our confidence in the strength of the UK metals
market and the critical role ports play in enabling it.

That’s why we’re proud of becoming the first and only
UK port operator to join ALFED. For us, it is a major
milestone in our commitment to the aluminium sector
and underlines our dedication to working with the
industry. It has provided us with a valuable platform to
collaborate directly with importers, manufacturers and
wider stakeholders, allowing us to share insights,
understand evolving challenges and develop practical
solutions that improve supply chain productivity and
environmental performance.

By combining our ALFED membership with the scale
and reach of our port network, we are uniquely
positioned to support aluminium importers in optimising
their supply chains. As the UK aluminium sector
continues to evolve, Peel Ports Group stands ready to
play a central role in connecting producers, importers
and industrial centres. Through strategic investment,
industry collaboration and our Heart of Britain
campaign, we are helping to build a supply chain that
is resilient, sustainable and fit for the future.
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*Member directory listings are correct as of the time of printing.
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3O LTD
Kent
https://www.3olimited.com/

A

AALCO
West Midlands 0121 585 3600
https://www.aalco.co.uk/

ABL ALUMINIUM COMPONENTS LTD
West Midlands 0121 789 8686
https://www.ablcomponents.co.uk/

AES METALS LTD
Hampshire 01256 886499
https://www.aesmetals.co.uk

AIR PRODUCTS PLC
Cheshire 0800 389 0202
https://www.airproducts.co.uk/

AKZO NOBEL POWDER COATINGS LTD
Tyne & Wear 0121 555 1500
https://www.akzonobel.com/

ALCAS METAL UK
Hertfordshire 0203 576 0617
https://alcas.co.uk/

ALIDECK LTD
Kent 01622 534044
https://alideck.co.uk/

ALLOY HEAT TREATMENT
West Midlands 01384 456777
https://www.alloyheat.co.uk

ALMETRON LTD
Clwyd 01978 660297
https://www.almetron.co.uk/

ALTEK EUROPE LTD
Derbyshire 01246 383737
https://www.altek-al.com

ALUBEND LTD
Shropshire 0333 305 0690
https://www.alubend.com/

ALUMINIUM FEDERATION

https://www.alfed.org.uk/
Northamptonshire 0333 240 9735

ALUMINIUM SHAPES
Northamptonshire 01536 262437
https://www.alishapes.co.uk

ALUTRADE LTD
West Midlands 01215 520330
https://www.alutrade.co.uk/

AMAG UK LTD
Surrey 01372 450661
https://www.amag.com/

AMARI COPPER ALLOYS (ACA)
West Midlands 01527 405600
https://amaricopperalloys.com

AMARI METALS ENGINEERING
GROUP LTD (AMEG)
West Midlands 0121 728 5500
https://www.a-meg.com

AMARI PRECISION TUBES
West Midlands 01527 405618
http://www.amariprecisiontubes.com

ARCHITECTURAL & METAL
SYSTEMS LTD
Gloucestershire 00353 21 4705100
https://www.ams.ie

ARCHITECTURAL ALUMINIUM
COATINGS LTD
West Midlands 01902 723715
https://www.aac-gb.com/

ARCHITECTURAL POWDER
COATINGS LTD
Tyne & Wear 01914 990770
https://apc-gb.com/

ARCONIC MANUFACTURING
(GB) LTD - KITTS GREEN
OPERATIONS
West Midlands 0121 252 8000
https://www.arconic.com/united-
kingdom

ARGENTUM METAL
MANAGEMENT LTD
Staffordshire 01827 726493
https://www.argentum.uk.com/

ARGUS MEDIA LTD
Greater London 020 7780 4200
https://www.argusmedia.com/

ASD LTD
West Yorkshire 0113 254 0711
https://asd.ltd/

ASH & LACY FINISHES
West Midlands 0121 525 1444
https://www.ashandlacy.com/

ASPECT POWDER COATING
LTD
West Midlands 01384 826115
http://www.aspectpowdercoating
s.com/

AVAILS ENERGY
West Yorkshire 01274 060847
https://avails.co.uk

AVON METALS LTD
Gloucestershire 01452 874500
http://avonmetals.com/

AXALTA POWDER COATING
SYSTEMS LTD
Durham 01325 347000
https://www.axalta.com/gb/

B

BARLEY CHALU LTD
Norfolk 01953 602771
https://www.barleychalu.co.uk/

BARNSHAWS SECTION
BENDERS LTD
West Midlands 0121 557 8261
https://www.barnshaws.com/

BENFLEET SCRAP CO LTD
Essex 01268 437909
https://www.benfleetscrap.co.uk

BOAL EXTRUSION UK
Leicestershire 01509 600012
https://www.boalextrusion.com/uk

01746 788111
BRIDGNORTH ALUMINIUM LTD
West Midlands
https://www.bridgnorthaluminium.
co.uk/

BINKS U.K
Dorset 01202 571111
https://binks.com/

ALUMINIUM PACKAGING
RECYCLING ORGANISATION
(ALUPRO)
Warwickshire 01527 597757
https://alupro.org.uk

ARUN TECHNOLOGY LTD
Surrey 01293 513123
http://www.aruntechnology.com

BACALL ALUMINIUM LTD
Berkshire 07985 616370
https://www.bacall.co.uk/
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C & O POWDER COATINGS
LTD
Merseyside 01744 818776
http://www.candocoatings.co.uk/

C

CAPALEX - CAPITAL
ALUMINIUM EXTRUSIONS LTD
Cumbria 01946 811771
https://capalex.co.uk/

CARBONCHAIN.IO LIMITED
Greater London 0207 284 5906
https://www.carbonchain.com/

CBAMBOO LIMITED
Greater London 07404 239495
https://cbamboo.com

CHEMETALL LTD
Buckinghamshire 01908 649333
https://chemetall.com

COLESHILL ALUMINIUM LTD
Warwickshire 01675 463170
http://www.coleshill-aluminium.com/

COUNTRYWIDE METALS LTD
West Midlands 0121 667 2007
https://countrywidemetals.com

DATECH SCIENTIFIC LTD
South Yorkshire 0114 218 0468
https://www.datech-scientific.co.uk

D

DEANE ROOFING & CLADDING LTD
Northamptonshire 01604 635831
https://deaneroofing.com/

DORE METAL SERVICES
SOUTHERN LTD
Kent 01795 473551
https://doremetals.co.uk

DURBIN METAL INDUSTRIES LTD
West Midlands 01922 453982
https://www.durbinmetals.co.uk/

E

EDMO LIMITED
Herefordshire 01989 768307
https://edmolimited.co.uk/

EMPIRE RESOURCES UK LTD
West Midlands 0121 226 3502
http://www.empireresources.co.uk

EMR - EUROPEAN METAL
RECYCLING LTD
Cheshire 01925 715400
https://uk.emrgroup.com/

ENFIELD TUBES LTD
Cumbria 01900 601166
https://enfieldtubes.com

ENVANTAGE LTD
Greater Manchester 0161 448 7722
https://www.envantage.co.uk/

EPWIN GROUP
West Midlands 01952 293229
https://epwin.co.uk/

EQUITY ENERGIES
Warwickshire 02476 997991
https://www.equityenergies.com/

EXLABESA EXTRUSIONS
DONCASTER LTD
South Yorkshire 01302 762500
https://uk.exlabesa.com/en

F

FRONIUS UK LTD
Buckinghamshire 01908 512300
https://www.fronius.com/en-
gb/uk

G

GARNALEX ALUMINIUM
EXTRUSIONS LTD
Derbyshire 01332 978000
https://www.garnalex.com

GESTAMP UK
Durham 01325 329168
https://www.gestamp.com/en/home

GSM ALUMINIUM LTD
West Yorkshire 01274 581710
https://www.gsmltd.co.uk/

H

HEAT TREATMENT 2000 LTD
West Midlands 0121 526 2000
https://www.heattreat2000.co.uk/

HENKEL LTD
Hertfordshire 01442 278000
https://www.henkel.co.uk/

HITACHI HIGH-TECH
ANALYTICAL SCIENCE
Oxfordshire 01235 977900
https://hha.hitachi-
hightech.com/en/

H. L THORNE & CO LTD
West Midlands 0121 514 8000
https://www.thornegroup.co.uk

HOGANAS (GB) LTD
Kent 01732 362243
https://hoganas.com/

HULAMIN OPERATIONS
Kent 01227 479180
https://www.hulamin.com/

HUTTENES-ALBERTUS UK LTD
South Yorkshire 01226 760910
https://www.ha-group.com/en/

HYDROLUMINUM LTD
Hertfordshire 07984 457622
https://www.hydroluminum.com/

HYDRO ALUMINIUM UK LTD
Derbyshire 0191 301 1200
https://www.hydro.com/

HYDRO ALUMINIUM WREXHAM
Wrexham 01978 660231
https://www.hydro.com/

HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS UK
LTD
Gloucestershire 01684 853500
https://www.hydro.com/en-GB

GOULD ALLOYS LTD
Derbyshire 01246 263300
https://www.gouldalloys.com/
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I M A SCHELLING UK LTD
West Yorkshire 07974 087991
https://imaschelling.co.uk

INAL (2020) LTD
Greater Manchester 0161 790 0118
https://www.inal.com/

INDUSTRIAL PHYSICS
Oxfordshire 0203 936 3565
https://industrialphysics.com/

INNOVAL TECHNOLOGY LTD
South Yorkshire 01295 702800
https://www.innovaltec.com/

ISC - INTERNATIONAL SAFETY
COMPONENTS LTD
Gwynedd 01248 663635
https://www.iscwales.com/

J

JBM INTERNATIONAL LTD
Staffordshire 07791 484490
https://www.jbmi.com

JENKS & CATTELL ENGINEERING
LTD
Staffordshire 01902 05530
https://www.jcel.co.uk/

JONAS METAL SOFTWARE LTD
Oxfordshire 0344 257 1106
https://jonasmetals.com/

K HOME INTERNATIONAL LTD
North Yorkshire 01642 765421
http://www.khomeint.com/

K

KESTREL POWDER COATING LTD
West Midlands 0121 380 3980
http://www.kestrelpowdercoating.
co.uk

KLUTHE
Buckinghamshire 01908 698990
https://www.kluthe.com

L

L B L FINISHERS | TOMBURN
Hampshire 07823 556186
https://www.tomburn.com

LEYTON UK LTD
Greater London 0204 525 0879
https://www.leyton.com/uk/

LONDON METAL EXCHANGE (LME)
Greater London 0207 113 8888
https://www.lme.com/

LUFFY AI LIMITED
Oxfordshire 01865 590 850
https://luffy.ai

MATERION UK LTD
Hampshire 01252 375001
https://materion.com/

M

MECHATHERM INTERNATIONAL LTD
West Midlands 01384 279132
https://www.mechatherm.com

MET-FAB SOLUTIONS LTD
West Yorkshire 0113 232 0847
https://met-fab.co.uk/

METSOURCE LTD
West Midlands 01543 320755
https://metsource.co.uk

MIL-VER METALS LTD
West Midlands 02476 667098
https://www.milvermetal.com

MONOCON INTERNATIONAL
REFRACTORIES LTD
South Yorkshire 01709 864848
https://www.www.monocon.com

MULTIPANEL UK LTD
Kent 01304 831319
https://www.multipaneluk.co.uk

N

NCH CHEM AGUA
West Midlands 01902 510200
https://www.ncheurope.com/en/

NOVELIS UK LTD
Cheshire 01925 784100
https://www.novelis.com/

OMEGA PISTONS LTD
West Midlands 0121 559 6778
https://www.omegapistons.com/

O

ORIGIN DOORS & WINDOWS LTD
Buckinghamshire 0808 258 7175
https://www.origin-global.com/

P

PEEL PORTS GROUP
Merseyside 07745 512032
http://www.peelportsgroup.com

POWDERTECH (CORBY) LIMITED
Northamptonshire 01536 400890
https://www.powdertechcorby.co.uk/

POWDERTECH SURFACE SCIENCE
Oxfordshire 01869 248218
https://powdertechsurfacescience.co.
uk/

PRE-TREATMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
Leicestershire 02475 090133
https://www.pretreatmentsolutionsltd.
com/

PRESS METAL UK LTD
West Midlands 01902 498867
http://www.pressmetalukltd.com

PRIMETAL TECHNOLOGIES LTD
Greater London 01709 726500
https://www.primetals.com/

MYPOWER
Gloucestershire 01242 620894
https://www.mypoweruk.com/
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PROFESSIONAL POLISHING
SERVICES LIMITED
West Midlands 0121 555 6569
https://www.professionalpolishing.co
.uk/

PROMET UK
South Yorkshire 0333 577 6076
https://promet.uk

PYROTEK INC.
Staffordshire 01283 741147
https://www.pyrotek.com/

REECE SAFETY PRODUCTS LTD
West Yorkshire 01422 310456
https://reecesafety.co.uk

RIA CAST HOUSE ENGINEERING
GMBH
Dorset 07376 411171
https://www.ria-che.com

R

RICHARD AUSTIN ALLOYS LTD
West Yorkshire 0113 224 0555
https://raaltd.com

RIGHTON BLACKBURNS LTD
West Midlands 07970 144037
https://www.rightonblackburns.co.uk

S

SCANMETALS UK LTD
West Midlands 01902 630720
https://scanmetals.com

SDE TECHNOLOGY
Shropshire 01743 450501
http://www.sde.technology/

SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS
LTD
South Yorkshire 01709 772600
http://www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk/

SKF (UK) LTD
Gloucestershire 01275 876021
https://www.skf.com/uk

SMART SYSTEMS LTD (SMART
ARCHITECTURAL ALUMINIUM)
Somerset 01934 876100
https://www.smartsystems.co.uk/

SMITHS ADVANCED METALS
Bedfordshire 01767 604710
http://www.smithsadvanced.com/

SMITHS METAL CENTRES LTD
Bedfordshire 07730 498282
https://www.smithmetal.com

SNELSONS LTD
Cheshire 01606 553580
https://www.snelsonsltd.co.uk

SPA ALUMINIUM LTD
Kent 01892 533911
https://www.spaaluminium.co.uk/

SPARTAL LTD
Gloucestershire 01386 700898
https://www.spartal.co.uk/

SPEIRA UK LTD
West Midlands 01902 396630
https://www.speira.com/

SUPERIOR PAINT & POWDER
COATING LTD
West Midlands 02476 464676
http://www.sppcltd.co.uk

SWAN ALLOY UK LTD
West Glamorgan 01792 871000
http://www.swanalloy.com

T

TANDOM METALLURGICAL
GROUP LTD
Cheshire 01260 271122
https://tandom.co.uk/

THE METAL CENTRE
West Midlands 0121 352 7200
https://www.themetalcentre.com/

THE SERVICE METALS GROUP
West Yorkshire 0113 252 6611
https://www.servicemetals.co.uk/

THERMSERVE LIMITED
Shropshire 01952 684488
https://www.thermserve.com

TOM MARTIN & COMPANY
LIMITED
Lancashire 01772 626828
https://www.tom-martin.co.uk

TOMRA SORTING LTD
Leicestershire 0116 218 1430
https://www.tomra.com/en

TOTAL METAL RECOVERY LTD
West Midlands 01527 368080
https://totalmetalrecovery.co.uk/

TRADMET LTD
Hampshire 07407 713290
https://tradmet.co.uk

UNITED ANODISERS LTD
West Yorkshire 01484 533142
https://www.unitedanodisers.com/

U

V

VERTIK-AL LTD
West Midlands 0121 608 7171
https://www.vertik-al.com/

SHERWIN WILLIAMS UK LTD
Merseyside 0151 486 0486
https://www.sherwin-williams.com/

SIMMAL LTD
Lancashire 01772 324277
https://www.simmal.com/

VISION PROFILES LTD
Gloucestershire 01452 723300
https://www.visionprofiles.co.uk

VOITH TURBO LTD
Surrey 0208 667 0333
https://voith.com/uk-en/index.html

VOSS STAINLESS UK LTD
West Midlands 01384 263344
https://www.voss-edelstahl.com/en/

W

W H TILDESLEY LTD
West Midlands 01902 366440
https://www.whtildesley.com/
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Influence policy &
regulation

Exclusive trade & market
intell igence

Industry & government
connections

Sector groups &
technical leadership

Skil ls, training &
workforce support

Member events &
preferential access

BENEFITS EXPLAINED

THE VOICE OF THE
UK ALUMINIUM

INDUSTRY
 

 
Joining the Aluminium
Federation (ALFED) provides
exclusive access to a range of
benefits designed to support
and empower businesses across
the UK aluminium industry. As a
member, you’l l gain invaluable
industry insights, targeted
training opportunities,
regulatory support, and
platforms for networking and
advocacy.

WHY JOIN ALFED?

The Aluminium Federation (ALFED)is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to representing and supportingtheUK aluminium
industry by promoting growth, sustainability, and fair competition
while advocating for its interests with policymakers.

Scan to request
more information
about ALFED
membership

Follow us on socials!
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THANK YOU
TO OUR
EVENT

SPONSORS

HEADLINE SPONSOR
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EXHIBITOR SPONSORS

0333 240 9735 www.alfed.org.uk
Phone Website Contact Us

30th April 2026

 

Scan now
to secure
your place!

WANT TO INCREASE
YOUR VISIBILITY?

 

Bragborough Hall Business Centre
Please contact 

sponsorship@alfed.org.uk 
to discuss further.

The ALFED Members’ Day is a new annual event
launching in 2026, created to bring the UK aluminium
community together in a more informal, accessible
and collaborative setting. Hosted at ALFED HQ in
Northamptonshire, the day has been designed in
direct response to member feedback and focuses on
meaningful conversation, practical insight and
relationship-building rather than formal presentations
or sales-led content.
 
Members are welcome to attend for the full day or
drop in around other commitments, making it easy to
engage in a way that suits individual schedules.



0333 240 9735 www.alfed.org.uk
Phone Website

Delivering Domestic
Demand, Trade
Resilience &
Industrial Capability

2nd June 2026

12.15pm - 5pm

House of
Lords Lunch

The House of Lords Lunch forms part
of ALFED’s ongoing work through the
UK Aluminium Alliance, which is
focused on strengthening UK
aluminium demand, improving scrap
retention and utilisation, and
building greater resilience across
domestic and international trade
relationships to support a secure,
circular supply chain.

Sponsorship packages still available!
Contact sponsorship@alfed.org.uk

Scan now
to secure
your spot at
the table!
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	ALUMINIUM, HERITAGE AND THE NEXT CENTURY OF BRITISH INDUSTRY
	Image Credit:  Arconic Kitts Green
	WRITTEN BY NADINE BLOXSOME,  CEO OF ALFED
	As the United Kingdom prepares to mark 100 Years of Monarchy, it is also reflecting on a century of national progress shaped not only by political institutions, but by the industries that enabled Britain to build, defend, power and modernise itself.
	In 2026, this historic milestone will be commemorated through an official publication, 100 Years of Monarchy and Democracy: The Crown, Parliament and the Commonwealth, produced in partnership with the History of Parliament Trust and launched in Westminster on 9 June 2026. The book will stand as a permanent record of Britain’s constitutional, political and industrial evolution over the past century.
	The Aluminium Federation (ALFED) is proud to confirm that an article representing the UK aluminium industry will be published within this commemorative volume, made possible through the support of member companies including Arconic Kitts Green, Amari Metals Ltd and Bridgnorth Aluminium. This will ensure that the story of aluminium, and the businesses that have shaped its legacy in the UK, is formally recognised as part of Britain’s industrial history.
	This moment is more than symbolic. It is a rare opportunity for the aluminium sector to take its place in the historical record, not as a footnote, but as a material and an industry that has quietly underpinned Britain’s resilience, innovation and global standing for generations.
	Aluminium’s Place in Britain’s National Story
	From the aircraft that defended Britain during the Second World War to today’s low-carbon transport, renewable energy systems and advanced manufacturing, aluminium has consistently been a material of progress. Lightweight, endlessly recyclable and technically versatile, it has enabled entire industries to evolve while supporting national security, productivity and growth.
	Founded in 1962, ALFED emerged during a period of post-war reconstruction and industrial transformation. Its purpose was clear: to bring together producers, processors, recyclers, extruders and distributors under a single voice, ensuring aluminium’s strategic importance was understood and protected.
	That role has only grown in significance. Today, aluminium is formally recognised by the UK Government as a critical material, essential to infrastructure, defence, energy systems and industrial competitiveness.
	Yet its story, and the story of the companies that produce, process and supply it, is not always visible beyond the sector itself.
	Participation in the 100 Years of Monarchy publication allows the aluminium industry to correct that imbalance, embedding its contribution within the wider narrative of British history.


	Company Heritage: Continuity Through Change
	Across the UK, aluminium businesses have demonstrated remarkable continuity through periods of profound change.
	At Arconic Kitts Green in Birmingham, aluminium plate production has continued since 1938, when the site was purpose-built to support the Spitfire programme. Today, it remains the UK’s last aluminium plate mill, supplying high-performance materials for defence, aerospace and space applications. The site stands as a testament to how strategic manufacturing capability, once established, can evolve and endure across generations.
	In Shropshire, Bridgnorth Aluminium represents more than 80 years of continuous aluminium production. As the UK’s only aluminium coil rolling mill, the site integrates casting, rolling and finishing in one location, supporting hundreds of skilled jobs and supplying critical sectors including automotive, packaging and building systems. Its longevity reflects sustained investment, adaptability and deep technical expertise.
	Meanwhile, companies such as Amari Metals Ltd play a vital role in ensuring aluminium reaches thousands of manufacturers nationwide. Through stockholding and distribution, they provide the link between primary and secondary producers and the wider manufacturing economy, enabling flexibility, responsiveness and innovation across the supply chain.
	Together, these businesses illustrate that the story of aluminium in the UK is not defined by a single process or product, but by an interconnected ecosystem of skills, sites and people.
	Image Credit: Bridgnorth Aluminium
	Image Credit: Bridgnorth Aluminium
	Image Credit:  Arconic Kitts Green



	ALUMINIUM, HERITAGE AND THE NEXT CENTURY OF BRITISH INDUSTRY
	Recording the Past, Strengthening the Future
	The inclusion of aluminium within the 100 Years of Monarchy and Democracy publication ensures that the sector’s contribution is formally recorded as part of Britain’s national story. But heritage is not about nostalgia alone. It provides context for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.
	As the UK looks to strengthen domestic manufacturing, secure critical material supply chains and improve industrial resilience, aluminium will continue to play a central role. Its recyclability, versatility and embedded value make it uniquely positioned to support the next phase of British industry.
	Through initiatives such as the UK Aluminium Alliance and Back British Metals, ALFED continues to work with members, policymakers and stakeholders to ensure that aluminium’s future in Britain is as strong as its past, grounded in domestic capability, skilled employment and long-term investment.
	As this centenary moment reminds us, industries that endure do so because they adapt, innovate and retain their relevance. For over a century, aluminium has done exactly that.
	The task now is to ensure that its next hundred years are built with the same foresight, commitment and pride that defined the last.


	Tradmet Limited is a physical trading and brokerage business specialising in non-ferrous metal since 1997. Operating in the primary, recyclables and secondary sectors, the company trades in multiples of container loads and break-bulk quantities.
	www.alfed.org.uk
	CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE METALS: A LEGACY OF INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE
	CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE METALS

	We shape ALUMINIUM you shape the future! Your aluminium, responsibly sourcedlocally,made in Britain and supported bytrusted regionalpartners-keepingyour productionmoving without disruption. From precision extrusion to advanced finishing, we deliver consistent quality and dependable lead times, so you can deliver on your commitments. Let’s shape what’s next, together. FAST.RELIABLE.TRUSTED. Since 1990
	ALUMINIUM IN THE UK: BUILDING RESILIENCE THROUGH COLLABORATION

	ALUMINIUM IN THE UK: BUILDING RESILIENCE THROUGH COLLABORATION
	Aluminium has long been valued for what it allows engineers to do: build lighter, stronger and more efficient structures, with a material that is durable and endlessly recyclable. From construction and transport to infrastructure and energy, it remains central to modern manufacturing.
	Yet the context around aluminium in the UK is transforming. Pressure on costs, evolving sustainability requirements and uncertainty around domestic capacity are shaping new expectations - not only of materials, but of supply chains and partnerships.
	For many manufacturers, the question is no longer simply how to specify the right profile. It is how to secure continuity, quality and responsible production in a market that is shifting.
	Reliability is becoming the differentiator
	Technical performance will always matter. Tolerances, strength, finish quality and machinability are fundamental. But in practice, what increasingly differentiates suppliers is reliability: consistent output, predictable lead times and the ability to support engineering teams when requirements change.
	At BOAL Extrusion UK, we recognise this shift because we see it in daily conversations. For more than 35 years, we have supported aluminium profile design and manufactured bespoke aluminium profiles in Britain, supporting customers across construction, transport, renewables and industrial applications.
	What customers value most is often not a single feature, but the confidence that comes from a process that is stable and transparent. That means early technical involvement, clear documentation, secure handling of intellectual property, controlled die management and open communication from design through to delivery.
	“Customers are no longer looking for a transactional supplier. They are seeking a partner who understands their pressures - from lead times and compliance to carbon reporting and cost competitiveness”, says Alan Lucas  - Commercial Director, BOAL Extrusion UK
	These are not headline-grabbing topics. But they are the details that protect schedules, reduce risk and keep projects moving.

	Sustainability, put into practice
	Sustainability is frequently discussed in broad terms, but the practical reality is straightforward: carbon reduction in aluminium is largely driven by smarter sourcing and better use of material.
	Recycled aluminium requires significantly less energy than primary production. Retaining scrap within the UK and investing in additional recycling capability would strengthen domestic resilience. Increased availability of secondary aluminium would support the reduction of embedded carbon in extrusion. This is not only an environmental question, but a strategic one.
	At BOAL, we have focused on making lower-carbon options more accessible through initiatives such as our BLUE programme, sourcing billets with higher recycled content and/or a lower carbon footprint. But product choice is only part of the story. Meaningful progress also comes from collaboration: optimising profile design, reducing machining waste and planning circular return streams where possible.
	Sustainability is most effective when it is treated as engineering discipline, not marketing language.

	Capability depends on people
	Long-term resilience in the aluminium sector depends not only on equipment and capacity, but on skills, shared standards and a willingness to learn from one another. This is where organisations such as ALFED continue to play a valuable role.
	BOAL is proud to support the ALFED Awards this year as Sapphire Sponsor - By recognising excellence, celebrating innovation and supporting new talent entering the industry, the ALFED Awards help reinforce the capability that the sector will rely on in the years ahead.
	Emma Swann: “Our commitment also extends to enabling a lower-carbon Annual Dinner in 2026, reflecting not a one-off initiative but the way we operate, lead and engage within the aluminium community.”
	Supporting the industry means supporting the conditions in which it can thrive: responsible practice, technical credibility and investment in people.

	A sector built on shared responsibility
	The future of aluminium in the UK will not be shaped by a single organisation or a single breakthrough. It will be shaped by the choices made across the value chain - from design and sourcing to manufacturing and end use.
	The opportunity is clear. Aluminium can help meet the demands of modern industry, not only through performance, but through circularity and long-term efficiency. The challenge is ensuring the sector remains resilient enough to deliver that value consistently.
	Progress will come from practical steps, taken together: better design, stronger partnerships, smarter material flows and a continued focus on developing talent.

	INNOVAL TECHNOLOGY: SPECIALIST SUPPORT FOR ALFED AND ITS MEMBERS
	Driving Process & Product Excellence
	Advanced Materials & Testing Expertise
	Innovation, R&D, and Technology Development
	Supporting Sustainability, LCA & Environmental Reporting
	Strategic Advisory & Best Practice Guidance
	Training & Knowledge Development
	A Trusted Partner for ALFED
	Join the conversations that matter at this strategic annual meeting for the global aluminium value chain. The 31st CRU World Aluminium Summit returns to London from 12–14 May 2026, co-hosted by the International Aluminium Institute (IAI) and the Aluminium Stewardship Initiative (ASI).
	Book Now: www.alfed.org.uk/event/cru-world-aluminium-summit/
	New opportunities in underfloor heating and cooling applications for the automotive sector and data centres has kickstarted the latest capital equipment investment from Bridgnorth Aluminium (BAL).
	The company, which is one of the town’s largest employers, is installing a refurbished £600,000 Schmutz line at its expansive Stourbridge Road facility, giving it an in-house capability for finishing thinner gauge materials.
	ALFED’s Aluminium Allies programme kickstarted 2026 with an exclusive visit to the London Metal Exchange (LME), giving members rare behind-the-scenes access to the global centre of industrial metals trading.

	THANK YOU TO OUR CONFIRMED 2026 SPONSORS
	ALFED Annual Business Briefing & Dinner
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	PEEL PORTS GROUP: CONNECTING THE HEART OF BRITAIN FOR ALUMINIUM GROWTH
	BY PHIL HALL, MERSEY PORT DIRECTOR, PEEL PORTS GROUP
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	ALFED MEMBER DIRECTORY 2026
	3O LTD
	Kent
	07906 974640
	https://www.3olimited.com/

	ALUMINIUM SHAPES
	Northamptonshire
	01536 262437
	https://www.alishapes.co.uk

	ASD LTD
	West Yorkshire
	0113 254 0711
	https://asd.ltd/

	AALCO
	West Midlands
	0121 585 3600
	https://www.aalco.co.uk/

	ABL ALUMINIUM COMPONENTS LTD
	West Midlands
	0121 789 8686
	https://www.ablcomponents.co.uk/

	AES METALS LTD
	Hampshire
	01256 886499
	https://www.aesmetals.co.uk

	AIR PRODUCTS PLC
	Cheshire
	0800 389 0202
	https://www.airproducts.co.uk/

	AKZO NOBEL POWDER COATINGS LTD
	Tyne & Wear
	0121 555 1500
	https://www.akzonobel.com/

	ALUTRADE LTD
	West Midlands
	01215 520330
	https://www.alutrade.co.uk/

	AMAG UK LTD
	Surrey
	01372 450661
	https://www.amag.com/

	AMARI COPPER ALLOYS (ACA)
	West Midlands
	01527 405600
	https://amaricopperalloys.com

	AMARI METALS ENGINEERING GROUP LTD (AMEG)
	West Midlands
	0121 728 5500
	https://www.a-meg.com

	AMARI PRECISION TUBES
	West Midlands
	01527 405618

	ARCHITECTURAL & METAL SYSTEMS LTD
	Gloucestershire
	00353 21 4705100
	https://www.ams.ie

	ALCAS METAL UK
	Hertfordshire
	0203 576 0617
	https://alcas.co.uk/

	ASH & LACY FINISHES
	West Midlands
	0121 525 1444
	https://www.ashandlacy.com/

	ASPECT POWDER COATING LTD
	West Midlands
	01384 826115
	http://www.aspectpowdercoatings.com/

	AVAILS ENERGY
	West Yorkshire
	01274 060847
	https://avails.co.uk

	AVON METALS LTD
	Gloucestershire
	01452 874500
	http://avonmetals.com/

	AXALTA POWDER COATING SYSTEMS LTD
	Durham
	01325 347000
	https://www.axalta.com/gb/

	ALIDECK LTD
	Kent
	01622 534044
	https://alideck.co.uk/

	ARCHITECTURAL ALUMINIUM COATINGS LTD
	West Midlands
	01902 723715
	https://www.aac-gb.com/

	ALLOY HEAT TREATMENT
	West Midlands
	01384 456777
	https://www.alloyheat.co.uk

	ARCHITECTURAL POWDER COATINGS LTD
	Tyne & Wear
	01914 990770
	https://apc-gb.com/

	ALMETRON LTD
	Clwyd
	01978 660297
	https://www.almetron.co.uk/

	ARCONIC MANUFACTURING (GB) LTD - KITTS GREEN OPERATIONS
	West Midlands
	0121 252 8000
	https://www.arconic.com/united-kingdom

	ALTEK EUROPE LTD
	Derbyshire
	01246 383737
	https://www.altek-al.com

	BACALL ALUMINIUM LTD
	Berkshire
	07985 616370
	https://www.bacall.co.uk/

	BARLEY CHALU LTD
	Norfolk
	01953 602771
	https://www.barleychalu.co.uk/

	BARNSHAWS SECTION BENDERS LTD
	West Midlands
	0121 557 8261
	https://www.barnshaws.com/

	BENFLEET SCRAP CO LTD
	Essex
	01268 437909
	https://www.benfleetscrap.co.uk

	ALUBEND LTD
	Shropshire
	0333 305 0690
	https://www.alubend.com/

	ARGENTUM METAL MANAGEMENT LTD
	Staffordshire
	01827 726493
	https://www.argentum.uk.com/

	ALUMINIUM FEDERATION
	Northamptonshire
	0333 240 9735
	https://www.alfed.org.uk/

	ARGUS MEDIA LTD
	Greater London
	020 7780 4200
	https://www.argusmedia.com/

	ALUMINIUM PACKAGING RECYCLING ORGANISATION (ALUPRO)
	Warwickshire
	01527 597757
	https://alupro.org.uk

	ARUN TECHNOLOGY LTD
	Surrey
	01293 513123
	http://www.aruntechnology.com

	BINKS U.K
	Dorset
	01202 571111
	https://binks.com/

	BOAL EXTRUSION UK
	Leicestershire
	01509 600012
	https://www.boalextrusion.com/uk

	BRIDGNORTH ALUMINIUM LTD
	West Midlands
	https://www.bridgnorthaluminium.co.uk/
	01746 788111

	C & O POWDER COATINGS LTD
	CAPALEX - CAPITAL ALUMINIUM EXTRUSIONS LTD
	CARBONCHAIN.IO LIMITED
	CBAMBOO LIMITED
	CHEMETALL LTD
	COLESHILL ALUMINIUM LTD
	COUNTRYWIDE METALS LTD
	DATECH SCIENTIFIC LTD
	DEANE ROOFING & CLADDING LTD
	DORE METAL SERVICES SOUTHERN LTD
	DURBIN METAL INDUSTRIES LTD
	EDMO LIMITED
	EMPIRE RESOURCES UK LTD
	EMR - EUROPEAN METAL RECYCLING LTD
	ENFIELD TUBES LTD
	ENVANTAGE LTD
	EPWIN GROUP
	EQUITY ENERGIES
	EXLABESA EXTRUSIONS DONCASTER LTD
	FRONIUS UK LTD
	GARNALEX ALUMINIUM EXTRUSIONS LTD
	GESTAMP UK
	GOULD ALLOYS LTD
	GSM ALUMINIUM LTD
	HEAT TREATMENT 2000 LTD
	HENKEL LTD
	HITACHI HIGH-TECH ANALYTICAL SCIENCE
	H. L THORNE & CO LTD
	HOGANAS (GB) LTD
	HULAMIN OPERATIONS
	HUTTENES-ALBERTUS UK LTD
	HYDROLUMINUM LTD
	HYDRO ALUMINIUM UK LTD
	HYDRO ALUMINIUM WREXHAM
	HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS UK LTD
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	I M A SCHELLING UK LTD
	L B L FINISHERS | TOMBURN
	INAL (2020) LTD
	LEYTON UK LTD
	INDUSTRIAL PHYSICS
	LONDON METAL EXCHANGE (LME)
	INNOVAL TECHNOLOGY LTD
	LUFFY AI LIMITED
	ISC - INTERNATIONAL SAFETY COMPONENTS LTD
	MATERION UK LTD
	JBM INTERNATIONAL LTD
	JENKS & CATTELL ENGINEERING LTD
	MECHATHERM INTERNATIONAL LTD
	MET-FAB SOLUTIONS LTD
	JONAS METAL SOFTWARE LTD
	METSOURCE LTD
	K HOME INTERNATIONAL LTD
	KESTREL POWDER COATING LTD
	KLUTHE
	MIL-VER METALS LTD
	MONOCON INTERNATIONAL REFRACTORIES LTD
	MULTIPANEL UK LTD
	MYPOWER
	NCH CHEM AGUA
	NOVELIS UK LTD
	OMEGA PISTONS LTD
	ORIGIN DOORS & WINDOWS LTD
	PEEL PORTS GROUP
	POWDERTECH (CORBY) LIMITED
	POWDERTECH SURFACE SCIENCE
	PRE-TREATMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
	PRESS METAL UK LTD
	PRIMETAL TECHNOLOGIES LTD
	PROFESSIONAL POLISHING SERVICES LIMITED
	PROMET UK
	SKF (UK) LTD
	SMART SYSTEMS LTD (SMART ARCHITECTURAL ALUMINIUM)
	PYROTEK INC.
	SMITHS ADVANCED METALS
	SMITHS METAL CENTRES LTD
	REECE SAFETY PRODUCTS LTD
	SNELSONS LTD
	RIA CAST HOUSE ENGINEERING GMBH
	SPA ALUMINIUM LTD
	RICHARD AUSTIN ALLOYS LTD
	SPARTAL LTD
	RIGHTON BLACKBURNS LTD
	SPEIRA UK LTD
	SCANMETALS UK LTD
	SDE TECHNOLOGY
	SUPERIOR PAINT & POWDER COATING LTD
	SWAN ALLOY UK LTD
	SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS LTD
	TANDOM METALLURGICAL GROUP LTD
	SHERWIN WILLIAMS UK LTD
	THE METAL CENTRE
	SIMMAL LTD
	THE SERVICE METALS GROUP
	THERMSERVE LIMITED
	TOM MARTIN & COMPANY LIMITED
	TOMRA SORTING LTD
	TOTAL METAL RECOVERY LTD
	TRADMET LTD
	UNITED ANODISERS LTD
	VERTIK-AL LTD
	VISION PROFILES LTD
	VOITH TURBO LTD
	VOSS STAINLESS UK LTD
	W H TILDESLEY LTD

	ALFED MEMBER DIRECTORY 2026
	THE VOICE OF THE UK ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY
	The Aluminium Federation (ALFED)is a non-profit organisation
	dedicated to representing and supportingtheUK aluminium industry by promoting growth, sustainability, and fair competition while advocating for its interests with policymakers.
	WHY JOIN ALFED?
	Joining the Aluminium Federation (ALFED) provides exclusive access to a range of benefits designed to support and empower businesses across the UK aluminium industry. As a member, you’ll gain invaluable industry insights, targeted training opportunities, regulatory support, and platforms for networking and advocacy.
	Scan to request more information about ALFED membership
	BENEFITS EXPLAINED
	Influence policy & regulation
	Exclusive trade & market intelligence
	Industry & government connections
	Sector groups & technical leadership
	Skills, training & workforce support
	Member events & preferential access


	THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS
	HEADLINE SPONSOR
	EXHIBITOR SPONSORS
	WANT TO INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY?


	INAUGURAL MEMBERS’ DAY 2026
	30th April 2026
	Bragborough Hall Business Centre

	Scan now to secure your place!
	Contact Us


	House of Lords Lunch
	Delivering Domestic Demand, Trade Resilience & Industrial Capability
	2nd June 2026 12.15pm - 5pm
	Scan now to secure your spot at the table!
	Phone
	Website




