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A message from the new Business Secretary, Kwasi Kwarteng: The
Brexit transition period is over and now is the time to seize the
opportunities ahead

| am delighted to have been appointed Business Secretary.

The last year has been extremely challenging for millions of businesses. There is, however,
cause for optimism with both the roll-out of vaccines and a trade agreement with the European
Union now secured.

Although the transition period has ended, businesses still need to take steps to adapt to the
new rules which have come into force. We continue to work closely with businesses, including
contacting exporters, their representatives, and transporters to advise on the requirements for
keeping goods on the move.

The checker tool on gov.uk/transition will give you a personalised list of actions you need to
take now, or for any further queries you can contact our dedicated business support helplines.
There is also specific guidance on moving goods into, out of, or through Northern Ireland.



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..EOGw8cU9Uyv-v4z8s3OLdGcIh86O1prJzcGnguuFXNQ%2Fs%2F1308697445%2Fbr%2F93258681480-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633404952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=J%2FHhj03BzzM3hUqdwCt61nmuyDO%2BipULmQcOtoRbDP8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTguMzM0OTM1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydC1oZWxwbGluZSJ9.AhKC1wgxSYkybDPxcIDLkx8eKGbbhwr-KDa21VqI7NA%2Fs%2F1308697445%2Fbr%2F93258681480-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633404952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=jk3ozQPX%2FBMVDOL8gUd5aTHvRXc4GfiC%2FEoaNUPRc9E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTguMzM0OTM1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9jb2xsZWN0aW9ucy9tb3ZpbmctZ29vZHMtaW50by1vdXQtb2Ytb3ItdGhyb3VnaC1ub3J0aGVybi1pcmVsYW5kIn0.UQCuC5HIG5XzLQHjofK5FCbtMol3vvPk8NWE-GrNzDI%2Fs%2F1308697445%2Fbr%2F93258681480-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633414908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=j2qlU7Y3Ol74d84JPrtRJS%2B8tzVBR%2Bay%2BJ7DtRQ1XC8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1MzAzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXMvYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydCJ9.9HSI1VdU8hqqCdtmPjvvSHee3ArCBgR0PuYzCNXgh6o%2Fs%2F1139675253%2Fbr%2F93276089800-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633394995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Zel0o8txaVCg4ivo7QgnNdXFAHbHgClfvtCZYhB%2FrZY%3D&reserved=0

To support you through the pandemic and into recovery, you can also find out exactly what
financial support your business is eligible for on gov.uk.

I am confident that the deals the UK Government has negotiated with the EU, and many other
countries around the world, will provide a positive trading environment for businesses like
yours to make the most of the new opportunities that this year will bring.

| wish you and your business every success for 2021.

Yours sincerely,

Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP

Secretary of State for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy

Keep your business moving: New video explainers on doing
business with Europe

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy has launched a series of new, on
demand videos to help businesses familiarise themselves with the new rules and the actions
they should take. Businesses can find out more about 18 topics, including importing and
exporting, trade, data, and audit and accounting.

Reagister now to immediately access the video content. New rules are here — make sure your
business is prepared.

List of video explainers


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTguMzM0OTM1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9jb2xsZWN0aW9ucy9maW5hbmNpYWwtc3VwcG9ydC1mb3ItYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy1kdXJpbmctY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTkjYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydC1ncmFudC1mdW5kcyJ9.cL0MsduRWNqalRwSOIdgQ3qjT7IVnRR4SY09wys1oes%2Fs%2F1308697445%2Fbr%2F93258681480-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633414908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=HQvYZniKBvNn6NFAaQ%2FrVyuv2G6vcdGAtDtBdCMfRxM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..7_hC3nLGKsGt_re3dAE9dSdi5I1L1Gdg7LIavg_Bcjg%2Fs%2F1139675253%2Fbr%2F93276089800-l&data=04%7C01%7Cdouglas.barnes%40trade.gov.uk%7Cdf1f25511528434233b608d8bc743769%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637466554633424867%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=a%2Fr6o%2FalxKKGPQrmUfxOFRsx4KnFXo7E8zmBP30pCDY%3D&reserved=0

1. Businesses Engaged in Emissions Trading

2. Businesses Hiring Overseas Staff

3. Businesses Involved in the Horizon 2020 Funding Service
4. Businesses Involved with Data

5. Businesses Operating Online

6. Businesses Preparing and Auditing Financial Accounts
7. Businesses who Import and Export

8. Businesses Providing Services to EU Markets

9. Businesses Shipping Waste between GB and EU

10. Businesses Working with Intellectual Property

11. Chemical Regulations

12. Moving Goods into, out of, or through Northern Ireland
13. Placing and Selling Goods on the Market

14. REACH Chemical Regulations

15. Recognition of Professional Qualifications

16. Rules of Origin

17. Trade Tariffs

18. Businesses and Trade Agreements (not yet available)

List of sectors covered

1. Aerospace

2. Automotive

3. Chemicals

4. Civil Nuclear

5. Construction

6. Consumer Goods

7. Electronics and Machinery
8. Energy

9. Life Sciences



10. Metals and Other Materials
11. Retail

12. Services and Investment

Business Support Helpline

BUSINESS

SUPPORT HELPLINE

There are new rules for businesses doing business with the EU from 1 January, and you need
to take action now. To help you, a helpline has been set up. For English businesses, the
Business Support Helpline can help you identify the actions you need to take. Similar helplines
are available for Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.

For more information for:

businesses in England, call 0800 998 1098

businesses in Scotland, call 0300 303 0660

businesses in Wales, call 0300 060 3000

businesses in Northern Ireland, call 0800 181 4422.

For more information, including opening hours, click here.

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
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