
 

 

The Vital Role of Aluminium During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

The aluminium sector generates £10 billion annually for the UK economy and employs more 

than 20,000 people nationwide. It plays a vital role in the supply chains of markets essential 

to managing the COVID-19 crisis, including medical device manufacture, electricity 

transmission, building materials and packaging. As a result, it is a sector of national 

significance during this pandemic – and aluminium sector operations must therefore 

continue in a safe yet productive manner.  

Aluminium is a vital input material in the fight against coronavirus 

A vast range of essential products and services require aluminium for processes related to 

production and maintenance. Key examples include 

• Medical Supplies – e.g. ventilators, devices, sterile tools and equipment and 

antimicrobial surfaces 

• Packaging – e.g. blister packaging for drugs, antibiotics, food wrapping and sealing, 

drink packaging and labelling 

• Electricity transmission – e.g. insulated cables, switch and outlet plates, metal 

boxes needed to meet ongoing capacity requirements (for example, needed for extra 

ventilation equipment at scale) 

• Electronics and communication – e.g. computers, smartphones, alarms and 

signalling equipment 

• Consumer goods – e.g. refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners and dehumidifiers 

• Building materials – e.g. HVAC equipment, wall panels and window frames for 

rapid infrastructure/field hospital construction and repair 

• Transportation – e.g. components for emergency and military vehicles as well as 

public transport and cars/vans being used by keyworkers and delivery drivers 

Aluminium sector productivity must continue – safely 

Most aspects of UK aluminium production can continue while adhering to heightened health 

and safety guidelines. Aluminium workers must therefore be allowed to continue working on 

site, where required – with the necessary social distancing, PPE and enhanced cleaning 

measures. 

This means vital materials can continue flowing into essential supply chains. 

The Government must continue to support UK aluminium 

The aluminium industry welcomes the raft of business support measures announced by the 

Chancellor in recent weeks. These include grants, loans and tax deferments to alleviate 

immediate cash flow pressures. We ask that the Government continue providing support that 

facilitates: 

• Ongoing labour availability – protecting employees’ ability to work on site with 

appropriate safeguarding, where remote working isn’t possible 

• Payment guarantees – to ensure ongoing liquidity if customers are unable to meet 

contracted payment terms 
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• Credit insurance continuity – to ensure companies can manage credit control and 

aren’t negatively affected by reactive insurance companies passing on risks or 

removing facilities 

• CapEx support – to enable essential upgrades, enhance energy efficiency and 

support required maintenance 

• R&D acceleration – so essential, innovative products – particularly medical devices 

– can go to market quickly 

• Streamlined trade flows – so interlinked supply chains can continue efficiently and 

safely. This includes exemptions for Section 232 aluminium tariffs in the US and 

ensuring UK/EU trade continues with as little friction as possible, given transport 

disruption 

We stand ready to work with Government and our partners to meet the extraordinary 

demands imposed by COVID-19. We thank all frontline workers in healthcare and the public 

sector – as well as all those working tirelessly behind the scenes in aluminium and other 

essential industries to keep vital supply chains moving. 

 

About the Aluminium Federation 

The Aluminium Federation is the voice of the UK aluminium industry. We represent more 

than 150 businesses and the wider value chain who process, trade and work with aluminium 

– fostering innovation, promoting best practice, developing skills and championing industry 

interests. 
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