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UK Global Tariff Consultation

• Consultation on the UK’s independent tariff policy to apply from 1 January 2021

• The consultation offers respondents the opportunity to provide: 
o views on changes to the Common External Tariff to create a bespoke UK tariff 

regime;  
o specific feedback on individual products or commodity codes of importance to 

them, including on the corresponding tariff rate; and  
o information on their interactions with MFN tariffs and the importance of tariffs to 

their sectors. 

• The consultation will close on 5 March 2020 and an announcement on the UK’s new 
Global Tariff schedule will follow shortly afterwards. The consultation can be 
found here.

https://ditresearch.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bEHzM2oowBNQ7Rz


Freeports Consultation

• A public consultation on Freeports has been launched and it will be open until 20 April 
2020

• It is proposed that up to 10 Freeports will be introduced across the UK. The freeports 
will have different customs rules than the rest of the country and will be national hubs 
for trade, innovation and commerce.

• The proposed model includes tariff flexibility, customs facilitations and tax measures. 
Planning reforms, additional targeted funding for infrastructure improvements and 
measures to incentivise innovation are also being considered. 

• You can find more information and respond to the consultation here.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/freeports-consultation


UK Points-Based Immigration System

• Yesterday the Home Office published a policy statement setting out the government’s plans for a new 
UK points-based immigration system. This policy statement includes information on:
o the scope of the points-based system
o salary and skills thresholds for skilled workers
o a route for highly-skilled workers
o reducing the overall number of lower-skilled workers
o the visa process
o crossing the UK border
o engagement and outreach
o Migration Advisory Committee analysis of a points-based system

• The UK’s points-based system will cater for the most highly skilled workers, skilled workers, students 
and a range of other specialist work routes including routes for global leaders and innovators. More 
information can be found here.

• The EU Settlement Scheme is still open for applications from EU, EEA or Swiss citizens to continue 
living in the UK after 30 June 2021. More information can be found here.

• Send questions to sed@beis.gov.uk to be addressed during a future webinar.

.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement?utm_source=adda7e36-20e4-4894-ac9d-dc892abcae49&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families?gclid=CjwKCAiA1rPyBRAREiwA1UIy8IeF7y2srqV8u64qyiGU-xgEBCaLYm5kvheh1OMCTzbXw1vtPJbHeRoCPYQQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
mailto:sed@beis.gov.uk
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